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ABSTRACT.

Thirty seven voucher specimens of the Paleotropical genus Cyrfandra, documented in two

molecular-based studies by John R, Clark, have been transferred from Selby Gardens’ herbarium (SEL) to the
National Tropical Botanical Garden herbarium (PTBG) to make these collections more accessible to researchers

of the Pacific Ocean islands.

Key words:

VYoucher specimens of Cyrtandra (Gesneriaceae)
cited in two publications (Clark et al. 2008, 2009) were
originally deposited at the Marie Selby Botanical
Gardens herbarium (SEL). However, we believe the
collections would be better located at a herbarium
specializing in Pacific island floras where researchers
interested in the genus are more likely to visit or
request loans for study, specifically, the National
Tropical Botanical Garden (PTBG). PTBG, in Kauai,
Hawaii, has a collection of approximately 70,000
specimens with a focus on Pacific island floras. With
over 1100 existing specimens of Cyrfandra (T. Flynn
pers. comm,) PTBG represents an approptiate repos-
itory for the Clark vouchers, TABLE 1 (see next page)
summarizes all 37 of these transfers.
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ABSTRACT.

This checklist includes all type locality information, nomenclature (including synonyms), habit,

regional and political distribution for all of the Gesneriaceae reported from Cuba. Additional details are provided
for species circumscriptions that differ from previous studies. Discussions are accompanied by figures outlining
pertinent details for new circumscriptions. This checklist recognizes 38 species of Gesneriaceae that include the
following genera: Bellonia (1 species), Besleria (1 species), Columnea (2 species), Gesneria (22 species),
Gloxinia (1 species), Pheidonocarpa (1 species), Phinaea (1 species) and Rhytidophyllum (9 species). There are
30 endemics and 1 introduced species of Gesneriaceae in Cuba. Lectotypifications are provided for seven taxa. A
look-up table is provided to facilitate referencing currently recognized species circumscriptions with previous

treatments,

Key words:
Rhytidophyllum, taxonomy

INTRODUCTION

A revised circumscription of the Gesneriaceae
species in Cuba is provided based on recent field
expeditions, visits to herbaria, and a thorough
review of original literature. Recent expeditions
have resulted in an improved understanding of the
taxonomy and geographic distribution of the
Gesneriaceae in Cuba. The results presented here
will facilitate the preparation of a treatment of the
Gesneriaceae for the Flora of Cuba.

Cuba is recognized as one of the significant
biodiversity hotspots in the New World owing to
its biological species richness and exceptionally
high percentage of endemics (Santiago-Valentin &
Olmstead 2004; Acevedo-Rodriguez & Strong
2008, 2012). The Caribbean region is the third
most important biodiversity hotspot on the planet
(Myers et al. 2000, Mittermeier et al. 2004). Cuba
is the largest island in the Caribbean and
represents the richest flora with the highest
proportion of endemics for the region. Of the

Bellonia, Besleria, Columnea, Cuba, Gesneria, Gesneriaceae, Pheidonocarpa, Phinaea,

more than 6500 species of plants in Cuba, over
half (>3300) are endemic, with 65 endemic
genera (Santiago-Valentin & Olmstead 2004;
Acevedo-Rodriguez & Strong 2008, 2012). After
Cuba, the next largest Caribbean island is
Hispaniola with more than 5400 species of plants,
of which about 2200 are endemic and with 31
endemic genera (Acevedo-Rodriguez & Strong
2008, 2012).

The remarkably high percentage of endemic
plants in Cuba has been attributed to the complex
geological history of the island relative to
neighboring islands (Draper et al. 1994). Similar-
ly, within Cuba, the highest concentration of
endemic plants is located in the eastern region as
a result of extreme variation in climate, geologic
history, and diversity of habitats. For example, it is
possible to visit the region with the highest
precipitation (Baracoa) and the driest region
(Guantédnamo) in an afternoon.

As recently discussed by Santiago-Valentin and
Olmstead (2004), knowledge of Caribbean and

186



