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Abstract

All Seychelles and Mascarene taxa are dis-
cussed. Two subfamilies, eight tribes, and 28

synonymies, revised species keys, and an annotated
bibliographic catalogue.

Subf:~f;~;~~~i:~~::a:sa~d ~u~~~e~:~~~~
I pointed out in 1960, these names are invalid be-
cause they are not based on genera in the family.
The correct names are Choraginae and Anthribinae
respectively. The distinction between the subfamilies
(Choraginae' scrobes dorsal; Anthribinae' serobes

islands. Three genera (Catephina, Pilitrogus, and
[cospermus) form a partial transition between the
subfamilies because their scrobes are variously

lateral or ventral) is clear throughout most of the
World, but becomes blurred in the Indian Ocean

or an, 1..: ega ermzsJor an, 19 . ew
&e~~c ~n~ is' Phloeob~s l0'lct~nis

anclUs \- rzbus cervznus ug). I on-
al keys are provided for six genera

Introduction
dorsolateral. Other supposedly choragine genera
(CaraniMes, Dinephrius, the Mrica.n Anacera.<ltes,

"...I hope that [this] discussion...will stimulate
many othels to tum their attention to the biota and
ecology of one of the most lenwlkable island groups
on earth." (Stoddart, 1984-12). This comment,
about the Seychelles Islands, is based on the fact
that, alone among the isolated oceanic islands of the
World, they are composed of granite, indicating that
they are ancient continental fragments. Because
of their extreme and protracted isolation, the
Seychelles, and also the Mascarene Islands, support
biotas unlike anything else in the World.

Despite recent work (Stoddart, ]984, and
others), the anthribid weevils of the Seychelles have
not been tmlched in 75 years, since the first and
only treatment of this remarkable fauna by Jordan
(1914) The Mascarene Islands Anthribidae, des-
cribed mostly by Jordan (1924, 1936, 1937), have
been reviewed by Frieser (1980), but his exclusion
of the Seychelles fauna has resulted in unrecognized
synonyms and incorrect generic assignments Frie-
ser's work at the species level is very useful. The
present paper pulls together everything pUblished
on the Anthribidae of these islands, and includes a
comprehenSIve key to the genera, a new genus, new

etc.) are very different from other choragines and
are questionable in the subfamily Holloway
(1982) clarified this problem by pointing out that in
Cboraginae, tbe basa] two antenna] articles were
curved and asymmetrical to fit into the grooves
under the eyes, and in Anthribinae, these artiCles
were essentially straight and symmetrical. The
above-named genera have the basal antennal
articles weakly asymmetrical or straight, and
confOund this character Fortunately, Holloway also
separated the subfamilies by the absence of a
transverse sclente at the Junction of the lateral rods
of the ovipositor with the body of that organ in
Choragmae, and the presence of such a sclerotized
region in Anthribinae. Dissection of female Ioosper-
mus, Garanzstes, and Anacerastes, mdlcates they are
choragines. HollO'Hay's work, on the Anthribidae
of New Zealand, should be consulted; it is the finest
work ever published on the family.

The catalogue presented here omits checklist
citations 'Hwch proVide no new data; however, a list
of the major anthribid checklists precedes the
references. I have tried to include au citations
which provide information on taxonomy, morphol-
ogy, distribution, or biology of the island popula-
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tions. If a Seychelles or Mascarene speCIes IS 4'.
known from two or more islands, the first listed is

Eye round or transverse. Tribe Araeeerini
8

the type locality.
5
5'.

Acknowledgments

Head not retractile past the eyes 6
Head retractile past the eyes . . . . . . . . .

7

My mateIial from Mauritius and Reunion (cited
as in BDVC) was received from M. Yves Gomy who

6
6'.

pronoblID reticulate Cbnragus
Pronotum rugosely punctate ... Dysnos

lateral pronOlaI carinae angnlate
Scutellum visible; junction of transverse and

and lateral pronotal carinae round~ 1

Pronotum laCking all cannae, and almost as
~ng a~the elJ:~ ~nodere~
ranom wr; least laterat cannae, an

of normal length 9

· . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. &irtetinus
Scutellum inViSible; junction or transverse

7.

7'.

8'.

8.

was a c nliil g IllSp . r e
examined in the Museum Nationale d'Histoire

giske Museum, Copenhagen, thanks to Borge
Petersen. These individuals and institutions have

Riksmuseet, Stockholm, thanks to Per Inge Persson;
and the Fabricius types in the IJniversitets Zoolo-

Naturelle, Paris, thanks to H. Perrin and A. Vil­
liers; the Schoenherr types in the Naturhistoriska

has made possible major advances in our knowledge

::i:~:erJ~l:en::; (l~~ ~~~ JC=~)~~E/~:

made possible almost everything which foJlows
9. Jl;lytra 8- or lU-striate; scutellar stria ab-

Key to the Genera of Seychelles
and Mascarene Anthribidae

9'
sent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Prototropis
Elyua normal, lO-striate; scuteDar stria
present 10

1.

l'

10.
Antennal msertion dorsal, at base of beak;
scrobes widely exposed in full-face view; fe- 10'.
male OVIpOSItor With lateral rods contin-
uously fused with the body of the hemister 11.
mtes. Subfamily Choragmae ..... ... 2
Antennal insertion lateral or ventral; at

Transverse pronotal carina absent ... ..
· . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. MesldLOtroPlS

Transverse pronotal carina present 11

Terminal (eleventh) antennal article elon-
gate, curved, longer than the preceding
article Corynaecia

most; mner edge of scrobes exposed m 11'.
fUll-face View; female O'lipoSitOr with lateral

TerIlllnal antennal article normal, not long
and curved 12

rods articulating on a transverse bar of the
hemisternites. SUbfamily Alithribinae . 18 12. TranS\rerse pronotal carina antebasal,

2. Scrobes in part or all pUbescent, espeCially 12'.
below the supra- scrobal carina; side of
beak between mandible and eye either
continuously pubescent or partly bare, 18.

especially laterad Gomyaccudus
TranS'lerse pronatal carina baSiil, adjacent
to elytral base . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

Junetion of transverse and lateral pronatal
without a sharp-edged, glabrous groove for
reception of retraeted antenna. Tribe Apolee 18'.

carinae broadly rounded ... Achoragus
Junetion of transverse and lateral pronatal

2'.
tim 3
Scrobes glabrous; side ofbeak between man
dible and eye crossed by a sharp-edged 14.
glabrous grOO"le for reeeption of retraeted
antennal base 4 14'.

carinae angulate 14

Lateral prothoracic carina extending to
thoracic apex Balanodes
Lateral prothoracic carina extending about

3.
8'.

4.

Eye round, entire . . . . . . . . . Caranistes
Eye ..nth mesal edge notched . Dinephrius 15.

Eye vertieal, reniform, upper ends closer to- 15'.
gether than lower. Tribe Choragini .... 5

halfway or less to thoracic apex .... 15

Ventrolateral prothoraeie base pubescent .
· Araecerus

VentIolateIal prothoraeie base glabrous or
with a few scattered, evenly spaced setae
· 16



Vol. 3, No.3, September 1989 235

16. Pronotal carinae forming a right angle; 27.
scutellum small but easily visible

Carlnula of prothorax [oelow the lateral
carina) present, but reduced to an isolated

]6'
· Catephma

pronotal carinae forming an acute angle;
scutellum vestigial or absent 17 27'.

remnant under the hind angle .
Mono.<:irhapi...

Carlnula of prothorax absent . . Nesidobius

17.

17'.

Interscrobal distance barely narrower than
interocular distance Pilitrogus
Interscrobal distance clearly greater than
interocular distance Tcospermlls

Annotated Catalogue of Seychelles and
Mascarene Anthribidae

18

18'

Scrobes at rostral apex, distant from eye
Tribe Allandrini Sintorops
Scrobes at or near rostral base 19

Familv ANTHRIBIDAE
Subfamily CHORAGINAE
I ribe APOlECTINI

19.

19'

Apex of mtercoxaI process of mesosternum
~~n~ ~d a~~ate over the mid-c~

Caranistes Schoenherr, 1839-270 [Type species:
Caranistes lineatus Fahraeus, 1839-2'11, by
original designation. Vinson, 1962-263. Frieser,
1980-219, key to five Mascarene species, and

20.

20'.

Pubescence setose; tibial cross-section
rounded; antennal clUb 4-articUlate
· . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Eucorynlls

Pubescence scaley; tibial cross-section rec-
tangular; antennal club 3-articulate
· . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ~n~uogus

some generic synonymy of Madagascar taxa.
Leptonemus Dejean, 1837-256 [Nomen nudum].

21.
21'.

SCrobes partly VISIble m full-face VIew 22
~rob~ ~engola:te~, hidden in full fa;

Palazia Coquerel, 1866, pI 7, fig 6 [Type species:
Palazia aranea Coquerel, 1866, pI. 7, fig. 6, by
monotypy]

=Salazia Fairmaire, 1903b-247 [Emendation]

dyonyszus Coquerel, 1866, pI. 7, fig. 7 .. Reumon
dionysius, of other authors

Frieser, 1980-220 Mauritius, Reunion
arboreus Jordan, 1936-288. Vinson, 1:;-~:
brevztarszs Fneser, 1980-220, fig. 8 .... Reunion
circumcinctzzs Frieser, 1980-221 Reunion

araneus (Coquerel), 1866, pI. 7, fig. 6. (Palazia).
Fairmaire, 1897-193 .Jordan, 1936-288

firmus Jordan, 1936-288. Ymson, 1962-264.
Ji'rieser, 1980-221 Mauritius

Base of rostrum "lith a deep pit ... ...
· . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " Epitaphius

Base of rostrum without a deep pit .. ..
· . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Phloeobius

Eye round, flattened, or .....reilly emarginate
next to scrobe; no rostral pit. Tribe Mauiini
· 24

stomlnl .

.l:!:ye strongly emargInate; rostrum With a
basal I?edian pit or puncture. Tribe Plat

28'.

28.

22.

22'.

24.

24'.

Transverse pl'onotal eanna antebasal
· . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Cleranthribus

Transverse pl'onotal carina basal . Mauia

languidus Fahraeus, 1839-272 ..
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ?Madagascar; ?Reunion

Note: the type in Stockholm is labeled line
Bourbon. at MadagaScar Mus. R. GaIl. Ii

25.
25'.

Antenna! club 8-articulate
Antennal club 3-articulate

... Heniocera

........ 26

variegatus Boheman, 1859-116. Jordan, 1936-287.
Gardner, 1936-111, fig. 29-31 (larva). Ymson,
1962 263. Frieser, 1980 221 .... Mauritius

26.

26'.

Each elytral base convex, weakly lobed over
base of pronotum Hormiscops
Each elytral base mostly straight, not lobed
(),"y"eI base of pIonotum 27

-filzcornzs (Fairmaire), 190&-43 (Aj)olecta). [Synon­
ymy by: Jordan, 1936 287]

This is a difficult assemblage of O'ltlr w.ro dozen
species from Africa, Madagascar, and the Mas­
earenes; there are no reeords from the Seychelles.
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Frieser (1980) keys five of the eIght or more Mas­
carene species; notes on the missing three follow

Caranistes araneus has the prothorax broad,
depressed, strongly flared laterally, the notum with
four vague, transversely alIgned depressIOns and no
callosities, transverse carina antebasal, curved from

DIffers from Caranzstes by having notched eyes.
My few specimens show confusing variation There
may be two speCIes on Reunion not seen by Frieser.

Tnbe CHORAGINI

neser, -2 • . • • . . . • . . . . tn
kuebhandneri Frieser, ] 980-235, fig 13 . Reunion
omatus Jordan, 1914-262, pI. 15, fig. 13 .

Seychelles: Mahe

bolus Jordan, 1914-263 .. 8eychelles: 8ilhouette

fau?~~ J~~g' 3i937-343 Vinson, {ia~-~;

posterior to that sinuation.
Caranistes djOnySillS keys to af60reus in Fries-

er, and may be conspecific. The pronotum has
three very weak discal swellings, the median one
slightly larger and more posteriad; the isolated
cariDlda is short and almost vertical; elytrilI sub

side to side with a weak sInuation OPPOSIte elYtraI
interspace Six and With a short, isOlated cannula

strigosus Frieser, 1980-235 Reunion
lIim:ani Jordan, 1937-342 Vinson, 1962-272

Frieser, 1980-234 Mauritius

tessellated with paler brown.
Caranistes languidus is boney brown 'Hith two

pale, creamy white stripes from the inner margins
of the eyes across tbe pronotUm above the lateral
carina, and along parts of elytral interspaces 6-8
wbere tbey are bordered by darker pubescence on
parts of interspaces 5-7.

Dinephrius Jordan, 1924-227 [Type species: Dineph
late pronotum, and granulate elytra.

Dysnos Pascoe, 1859-438 [Type species: Dysnos
allticomlls Pascoe, 1859-438; 1860, pI I, by
monotypy]

Mascarene speCIes. aethiops Jordan, 1914-266, pI. 15, fig 10

annulipes (Waterhouse), 1876-119 (Caranistes).
. . . . . . . . . .. Seychelles: Mahe, SIlhouette

Waternouse, 1879 529. Vinson, 1962 265.
Frieser, 1980-218 Rodriguez

annulatus Jordan, 1924 228, lapsus
dorsatus (Fairmaire), 1901-203 (Caranistes).

JOrdan, 1936 284, fig. 43. Vinson, 1962 266.
Frieser, 1980 217, fig. 7 .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Mauritius, Reunion
nu;jQ~:: 1:~~;~] 1924228 [Synonymy by:

Lenis Jordan, 1986286. Vinson, 1962-267. Frieser,
1980-218 Mauritius

saphis Jordan, 1986-285. "'linson, 1962-266.

SGirtetinUB JOrdan, 1914 259. [Type species: SCirte
tinus eumelas Jordan, 1914-260, by original
designation]. Vinson, 1962275. Frieser, 1980
228, key to species.

Frieser, 1980-218 Mauritius
candidus Jordan, 1986 285. Vinson, 1962-267.

[Synonymy by: Frieser, 1980-218].
sp. in BDVC Reunion
sp. in BDVC Reunion

coriaceus Frieser, 1980 231 Mauritius
dimidiatus Jordan, 1914-261, pI. 15, fig. 12 ....

. . . . .. . .. . . . . .. .. .. Seyehelles: Malle
eumelas Jordan, 1914-260, pI. 15, fig. 8. . .....

Seychelles: Malle, Silhouette, Praslin, Felicite
furcatus Frieser, 1980-229 Reunion
gomyi Frieser, 1980232 Reunion
luteipes Jordan, 1914-261 Seychelles: Mahe
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margineUus Frieser, 1980·230 Reunion
obeswl Frieser, 1980-230, fig 12 Reunion

The last species is not acaUoides Frieser from
Reunion

piceus Jordan, 1914-262 .
Seychelles' Praslin, Mahe Tribe ARAECERINI

s carmausneser, 1 ;. union
sllturalis Frieser , 1980-229 Rodriguez

Catephiua Jordan, 1931-881 [Type species. Cate-

Talpel1a Joroan, 1924-228 [Type species' Talpella
1962-269. Frieser, 1980-242.

atra Jordan, 1924-228, by monotypy]. Vinson,
1962-277 Frieser, 1980-226, key to twO species

acalloides Frieser, 19811-227 Reunion

2- . ne, 9 0- 2, . 17 .... ..
... ... Mauritius

aira ;~;~7 1~4-;;8 Vinso~ 19~~277iiO~eser, Pilitrogu.s Frieser, 1980-239 [Type species: Pilitrog-
us bruchoides Frieser, 1980-240, by original
designation

i~M~ION] ~au= Reunion bruchoides Friesel; 1980-240, fig: 16 ... Reunion
thompsoni Frieser, 1980-240 Reunion

The vertical eyes, retractile head, oversized
prothorax, and hunchbacked form set Scirtetinus
and Talpella apart in the falma covered here;

Vinson, 1962-270 Frieser, 1980-242

however, other strongly convergent, mostly un­
described taxa occur throughout the tropics. In the
materials studied by me, Scirtetinus occurs in the
Mascarenes, the Seychelles, and Afnca, and l'alpella
in the Mascarenes; six species of &irtetinus have

O. neser, 1. - 2; g. 1: . .. lau s
OlUltWI ssp nitidicollis Frieser, 1980-243

......................... Reunion

original designation and monotypy]

Gomyaccudus Frieser, 1980-221 [Type species:
ab;;'yaiczUiw~ sitpbnide.q Frleser, 1980-222, by

sugge at etwo genera are synonyms. or an
(1937) and Frieser misplace at least one species:

been descnbed from Afnca, and Fneser has des­
Cribed~;e ~re from the Mascarenes. ~in~on

here tentatively

1879-529. Vinson, 1962-269. Frieser, 1980-235.

Balanodu C.O. Waterhouse, 1876-118 [Type spec-
les: Balanodes tomentosus C.O. Waterhouse,
1876 119, by monotypyJ. C.O. Waterhouse,

Reunionsilphoides Frieser, 1980-222, fig 9

Frieser compares thhdorm to Carani!tes
i

bnt
hIS Sketeh does notsuggest that genus~n IS paced

1. DiscaJ elytraJ striae deeply impressed;
pronotum densely l'1lgate punctate ·mth the

pronotal carina curves broadly into the lateral
carina. The three minute species of Talpella known

Sczrtetmus mallrztzana, which actually belongs in

trans'lerse and latel'8.l protlioracic carinae is angu
late; Talpella lacks a scutellum and the transverse

to me are keyed as foIlO'NS:

TalpellQ. Tile two genera differ as follows: Scirte
tinus has a visible scutellum and the junction of the

interspaces narrow, smooth, and shiny.
Rodriguez, .. . .. . .. . .... atra Jordan

1'. DiscaJ elytraJ striae not impressed although
rows of punctures are present; pronotum
punctate, not rugate 2

tomentosus C.O. Waterhouse, 1876-119. C.O.
Waterliouse, 1879 529, pI. 53, fig. 10. Vinson,
1962-269. Frieser, 1980-236, fig. 14 .
........................ ROdnguez

2.

2'.

Sides of elytra clearly and deeply striate and
seriate-punctate. Mauritius, Reunion . . . .
............... mallritiana (Jordan)

Sides of elytra weakly seriate-punctate, not
striate. Reunion. sp. in BDVC

This monotypic genus has the shape of a large
Dermestes. 1

A.mong Anthribidae, it resembles a
huge, elongate, longitudinaJIy-striped Ai'aecerus;
hO'Never, the pronotum is punctate, not reticulate;
the lateral carina is complete, not incomplete; the
female pygidium and fifth sternite are rounded, not
pointed; and in males, the fore femur has tubercle
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rows and two apical teeth, fore tibia With basal two­
thirds armed with two confused rows of tubercles,
apex strongly curved, flattened, setose, and denticu­
late, and the fore tarsi are vel)' broad and setose
beneath.

culio fascicul~tusDeGeer, 1775-276), by original
designation and monotYPY] Jordan, 1914-267
Vinson, 1962-267. Frieser, 1980-243, key to the
wilr Mascarene species

=Araeocerus Schoenherr, 1839-273, emendation.
Araeosarus Walker, 1859-262, lapsus.

fasciculatus (DeGeer), 1775-276, pI. 16, fig. 2. The
many synonyms of this, the coffee-bean weevil,
are hsted by Wolfrum, 1929-106, 107, except
that niueot'ariegatus Roelofs, 1878-55, is a
speczes of Anthrzbus Foster, 1771. Deyrolle,
1883-21 Jordan, 1924-267. Jordan, 1936-291.

.Vinson, 1962-268. Frieser, 1980-245 .
Mauritius, Reunion, Rodriguez; Seychelles:
Mahe, Anonyme, Long, Silhouette, Praslin;
Cargados Carlijos' Siren, Establishment; Mada-
gascar; cosmopolitan: spread widely by com-
merce

simulatus Gyllenhall, 1833-174. Jordan, 1937-340.
Vmson, 1962-268. F'neser, 1980-244, fig. 19.
Mauritius, Reunion; Sumatra to the Philippines

sUbgzbbus Wolfrum, 1959-168. Frieser, 1980-224
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Madagascar; Reunion

suturalzs Boheman, 1839-273. Jordan, 1924-227.
Vinson, 1962-168. Frieser, 1980 244 .... ..

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. India; ROdriguez
sp. in BMNH Aldabra

This is a genus with about forty speGies, mostly
confined to the Oriental and Indo-Pacific Regions.
One speGies is worldvlide, others may be spreading
slowly. AIl known to me have the transverse
pronotal carina basal and angulate at the junetion
with the lateral carina, the latter extending about
halfWay to the anterior margin; the rostral apex is
truncate; females haye the pygidium and fifth
visible sternite (actually the seventh, sternites one
and 1;\\'0 hidden by the metacone) both pointed;

Aclwragus Jordan, 1914-265 [Type species: .Achor-
agus ten" Jordan, 1914-265, b, original desig­
nation and monotypy]. Vinson, 1962-271.
Frieser, 1980-247, key to two species.

=Gomphides Jordan, 1936-289 [Type species: Gom-
phides entornus Jordan, 1936-289, by mono-

Insecta Mundi

typy). [NEW SYNONYMY]. Jordan, 1937-338.
Vinson, 1962-272 Frieser, 1980-245, key to two
species.

balzus (Jordan), 1937-338 (Gomphides). [NEW
COMBINATION] Vinson, 1962-273 Frieser,
1980-246, fig. 20 ..... Mauritius, Reunion

entornus (Jordan), 1936-289, fig 44-46 (Gom-

. . . . . . . .' . . . . . . . . . . . . . ., Mauritius
pumilio Jordan, 1924-229 Vinson, 1962-271

Frieser, 1980-247, fig. 21 Rodriguez
tantillus Jordan, 1924-230 Vinson, 1962-271

Frieser, 1980-247 Reunion, Rodrignez
tener Jordan, 1914-265, pI. 15, fig. 9 .

Seychelles' Mahe, Silhouette
sp. m BDVC Reumon

ThiS IS a round-eyed genus, unbke Choragus
which has vertical eyes The species are elongate,
but lack an easily recognizable generic feature. The
transverse pronOtal carina is basal or subbasal, the
lateral carina is incomplete, the antennae lack an
elongate terminal article, and the rostral apex is
sinuate. The two species which occur on Rodriguez
are qUite ditferent from the others and may be
distinguished as follows:

1. Pronotum microreticulate between the punc-
tures, and the hmd angles projecting
laterally Two Rodriguez species

l' Pronotum macroreticulate, the meshwork
formed by the rims of adjacent punctures,
hind angles not proJecting. Rest of genus

Corynoecia Jordan, 1914-264 [Type species: Cory­
naeeiQ scotti JOrdan, 1914 264, by original
designation and monotypy]. Jordan, 1936-291.
Vinson, 1962 273. Frieser, 1980 225.

=Corynecia Jordan, 1924-230,lapsus
Megatermis Jordan, 1937 338 [Type spemes:

Megatermis mameti Jordan 1937339, by orig
inal designation]. [NEW SYNONYMY]. Vinson,
1962 274. Frieser, 1980 236.

bretJior (Jordan), 1937340 (Megatermis). [NEW
COMBINATION] Vinson, 1962-275. Frieser,
1980-238 Mauritius

difficilis (Frieser), 1980-238, fig. 15 (Megatermis)
[NEVl COMBINATION] Reunion

mameti (Jordan), 1937-339, fig. 111 (Megatermis).
[NEY.V COMBINATION] Vinson, 1962 274.
Frieser, 1980-236 .... Mauritius, Reunion

proximus (Jordan), 1937-340 (Megatermis). [NEJ.V
COMBINATION] Vinson, 1962-275. Frieser,
1980-238 Mauritius, Reunion
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scotti Jordan, 1914-264, pI. 15, fig. 15, 100. Jor-
dan, 1924-230 Vinson, 1962-274 Frieser,
1980-226 Seychelles: Stlhouette

jordani Valentine [NEW NAME]
-scotti, Jordan, 1924-230, not Jordan, 1914-264.

Vinson, ]962-274 Rodriguez
sp. in BDVC Reullion

239

6'. Grooves of elytral striae extending to apex.
Mauritius, Rlmnion proximlL~ (Jordan)

Mesidiotropis Jordan, ]937-34] [Type species'
Mesidiotropis rotundipenms Jordan, 1937-342,
by original designation and monotypy] Vinson,
1962-280. Fneser, 1980-248, key to species.

This genus is confined to the islands listed
above, and is recognized by the abnormally long
terminal antennal article and the unusually narrow
third tarsal article In Rodriguez and Seychenes

rotundipennis Jordan, 1937-342, fig.
962-280 Frieser, 1980-249

scabrosus Frieser, 1980-249, fig. 22
sp in BDVC

112. Vinson,
Mauritius

... Reunion
Reunion

species, the carinula is long and joins the carina at
a postmedian angulation, resulting in the "double
carina" of Vinson In Mauritius and Reunion spec-
les the cannula vanes from shorter to obsolete,
explaining, in part, why Jordan described the genus
twice. Vmson was unable to separate proxzmus
from breuior and listed another species, also from
Mauntius, as new. HIS descnptive commentS about
the new species fit proximus, so it is clear he misi-

TWo genera Of Mascarene Amhribidae lack the
transverse pronotal carina which helps characterize
the family worldWlde. Canna! loss occurs pnmarily
on oceanic islands, especially St Helena in the
South Atlantic, and the West IndIes. Meszdzotropzs
retains the lateral carina, and Xenoderes lacks all
cannae. The three Island speCIes of Meszdzotropzs
can be keyed as follows'

dentified some specimens. A new key follows:

1.

1'.

2.

2'

3.

3'.

4.

4'.

5.

5'.

6.

Pronotal interspaces polished and shining
· 6

Pronotal interspaces microreticulate ... 2

Carinula extending forward past procoxae to
angulation of lateral canna 3
Cannula shorter, extending at most half
way to angulation of laterilI carina, or
carinula and angulation absent 4

Pronotal punctures very small, densely
crowded, the interspaces narrower than a
puncture diameter; no metallie lustre. Sey
chelles scotti Jordan
Prenatal punctures not eFO"nded, interspaees
variable, many wider than a puncture
diameter; ·nith weak metallie lustre. Rodrig
uez jordani Valentine

Elytral pubeseence long, very sparse.
Mauritius. . . . . . . . . .. brevior (Jordan)
Elytral pubescence short, obseure exeept
some silvery patches .. 5

Head with dense punctures; prothorax
angulate laterally. Reunion .
· . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. difficilis (Frieser)

Head reticulate, only a ttace of punctures,
prothorax rounded laterally. Reunion ...
· , sp.

Gr ooves of elytral stt iae not extending onto
apical declivity. Mauritius, Reunion ....
· . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. mameti (Jordan)

1 Pronotum With spaces betWeen the punc-
tures convex and sometimes very faintly
microreticulate; pygidiumimpunctate Mauri-
tius rotundipennis Jordan

1'. Pronotum With spaces betWeen the punc-
tures microreticulate; pygidium shallowly
punctate 2

2. Head and rostrum Wlth spaces between the
punctures microreticu1ate. Reunion ....
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. sciibrosus F'neser

2'. Head and rostrum ...'lith spaces between the
punctures smooth. Heullion sp.

Xenoderes Valentine. [NE'.¥ GENUS]. [TYPe
species: Homoeodera snelli Jordan, 1924-229, by
original designation and monotypy].

= Homoeodera, Vinson, 1962-281, not Wollaston,
187023.

snelli (Jordan), 1924229 (Homoeodera). Vinson,
1962-281 (Homoeodera). Basilewsky, 1972-274
(Homoeodera). Frieser, 1980 249 (Mesidiotropis)
......................... Rodriguez

XENODERES new genus. (Greek xenos, strange;
deres, neek. Masculine gender) Type of gen
us: Homoeodera snelli Jordan, 1924-229.

DIAGNOSIS: Antennal insertion dorsal, at base of
beak between the lower part of the eyes; eyes
rounded. not elongate; head not retractile, the eyes
too protuberant, pronotum almost as long as elytra,
punctured. interspaces microreticulate, lacking
transverse, lateral, and basilateral carinae; scutel-
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lum present; elytra with mne Irregular rows of
punctures at base, row 8 drops out at midpoint,

matenaI. Two genera may be mcluded m the above
catalogue

apical third of elytra impunctate; scutenar senes
obscure (not included above), represented by one or

Subfamily ANTHRIBINAE
Tribe ALLANDRINI

Ocean island of St. Helena (Valentine, in prepara­
tion) Vinson (J 962) and BaSileWSld (1972) suggest
that snelli is not a true Homoeodera, but do not
change it Frieser (1980) tranSfers snelli to the
Mascarene genus Mesidiotropis. My examination of
the hQl6ij7pes Of H snelli and MeSidiotropis rotun-

Sintorops Jordan, 1914-248 [Type species: Sintorops
a/loeus JOIdan, 1914-250, by oIiginal designation
and monotypy]

alloeus Jordan, 1914-250, pI. 15, fig. 1, 2
. . . . . . . . .. Seychelles. Mahe, Silhouette

dipennis Jordan (type species of its genus), both in
the British Museum, mdlcates that they are not
congeneric The Mesidiotropis specimen lacks the
elongate pronotum, It has a wen-developed lateral
carina, there are ten complete rows of elytral
punctures plus a scutellar senes, and the meso- and
metacoxae are abnormally bunched

. The single, small, blackish species of the new
genus is 12 to 16 mm long It is easily recognized

This monoLypic genus can be lecognized by the
extreme rostral dimorphism, as long as the prothor-
ax in males, much shodel in females, and by the
apically toothed postmentum (= labiophore, of
Joldan), one median tooth in females, thlee in
males. The tribal position, with such genera as
Allandrus Leconte and Plintheria Pascoe, is tenta­
tive.

PtOtotropis Jordan, 1937-340 [Type species: Proto
tropis xestus Jordan, 1937-340, by original
deSIgnation] Vmson, 1962-278. ji'neser, 1980­
222, key to species.

Tribe ECELONERINI

Eurorynus Schoenherr, 1823-1135 [Type species:
Anthribus crassicornis Fabricius, 1801-407, by
original designation and monotym). Vinson,

xestus Jordan, 1937-340. Vinson, 1962-279. Frie-

geminatzts Frieser, 1980-225 . . . . . . . . Mauritius

Frieser, 1980-206 .... Mauritius Reunion
.......... India to Queensland to Japan.

Jordan 1936-276. Jordan 1937-336. Vinson,
1962-257. Morimoto, 1972, p1.l2, fig. 12.

=clavator Fairmaire. 1903a-43 [Synonymy by:
Jordan, 1918-211j.

1962-257. Valentine, 1972-462. Frieser, 1980­
206.

crassicornis (Fabricius), 1801-407 (Anthribua).
nztzdus Jordan, 1937-341. Vmson, 1962-279. Fnes-

et, 198~2~ . i9 ..iii' M-=uS

ser, 1980 223 Mauritius
sp. in BDVC Reunion

separatus Frieser, 1980-224, fig. 10 Reunion
singularis Frieser, 1980 224 Reunion

pulzcarzusor an, 37- . Vmson, 1- 79.
Ji'rieser, 1980 224 Mauritius

valentine, 1972-464]. Jordan, 1914-248.

=Xenotropis Fairmaire, 1895-CCLXXXI [Type

Dendrotrogus Jekel, 1855-80 [Type species:

Ceylon, IndIa, Burma. Records from Japan are
misidentified

collzgens (Walker), 1859-261 (Eucorynus) .....
Seychelles' La Digue

species: Xenotropis rugicollis Fairmaire, 1895­
CCLXXXII, by monot¥PY] [Synonymy by'

Dendrotrogus hypocrita Jekel, 1855-82, by
original designation and monotypy]

Diagnostic features, synonymy, and a catalogue
of the species in Valentine (1972),

thorax is widest at the anteriol thiI d and the
Inicroreticulum has gaps in the pattern. I have not

sp. in BnVC Reunion

The type species, Prototropis xestus, has 8
~n~ of ~he ~al 10 elytral striae, and a long

earina complete or incomplete. The types of P.

seen the three species described by Friesel, and
cannot reconcile his descriptions with my Reunion

pulicarius, the prothorax is widest at the center and
is completely microreticulate; in nitidus, the pro-

pulicarius and nitidus have different prothoraces: in
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- rugicollis Fairmaire, 1895-CCLXXXII [Synonymy
hy' Valentine, 1972-464, 465] Alluaud, 1900-
381. Kolbe, 1910-39. Jordan, 1914-248. p~ese~t desIgnation]

DIagnOstiC features, synonymy, and a catalogue
of the species in Valentine (1972)

lzeheneus Jordan, 1914-253, pI. 15, fig. 3 .
Seychelles' Silhouette, MabEl

Tribe PLATVSTOMINI
About fifteen additional species occur in Africa

and Madagascar. They need further study.

a scutellar stria; entire venter punctate.

original designation].

Tribe MAUIINI

Seychelles: M~e, Long, Cocos Keeling. Madag­
asear to Havran

head no retraetile; eye rounded and emarginate
opposite the serobe; serobes lateral, weakly open,

=Contexta Jordan, 1902-78 [Type species: Contexta
murina Jordan, 1902 78, bY originaI designation

C1eranthribus Jordan 1914-256 [TIl'e s~cies:

Olel anthribus colYazopsis Jordan, 1914-258, by

-satelles Blackburn, 1885-195 [Synonymy by:
Jordan, 193367]

mesially flared or tuberculate; thoracic transverse
carina basal, evenly curved into lateral carina v.~ieh

The bOd~ is elongate, with patterned pubescence;

-murina Jordan, 1902-78 [Synonymy by: Jordan,
1933 67] Jordan, 1914 256, pl. 15, fig. 11 lIb.

extends about half way to apex; scutellum present;
elytra with thin, raised, basal margin, with ten plus

and monotypy]. [Synonymy by: Jordan, 1933­
67]. Jordan, 1914 256.

Seven of the eight species are distributed from
Malaya to New Guinea. The eighth is listed above
and far exeeeds the combined ranges of the others.

subnotatus (Boheman), 1859-116 (Araeocerus)
Morimoto, 1972, pl. 6, fig. 11 lIb .

Mazua BlaCkburn, 1885-194 [Type species: Mauza
satel168 BIaGkburn, 1885 195, bY monotypy]

1962-262. Frieser, 1980-206.
-nigroungulatus, Fairmaire, 1893-CCCX XJY; not

About three dozen speCIes occur throughout the
Old::r~ t7::: The three Indian Ocean species

I. Second and thIrd tarsal articles grotesquely
expanded laterally. Reunion .

Mahe, Madagascar, India
ceminus (KJug), 1833-188 (Anthribus) [NEW

· . . . . . . . . . .. altemans (WIedemann)

Alluaud, 1900-384. Vinson, 1930-188
Mauritius, Rimnion, Rodriguez, Seychelles'

1'. Second and third tarsal articles narrow or
only slightly wider than the others ... 2

=apicalis (Walker), 1859-262 (Anthribus) [Synony-

Gyllenhall, 1833-133. Kolbe, 1910-39. Vinson,
1935-188 [NEW Sy 1Il0N yM y]

gigas Fabricius, 1770-63]. Jordan, 1914-254,
classification. Vinson, 1962-262. Frieser, 1980-

SYNONYMY] Jordan, 1914-255, pI. 15, fig. 14.
,Jordan, 1924-227 Jordan, 1936-277 Vinson,

Anthribus griseus Fabricius, 1792-377, by
original designation and monotypy; Curculio

206, key.

altemans (Wiedemann), 1819-172 <Anthribus).
Frieser, 1980-207 .. Reunion; India to Japan

my by Jordan, 1913-213.
longicomis (Fabricius), 1798-160 (AnthriblL')

Phloeobius Schoenherr, 1823-1135 [Type species'

pustulosus Gerstaecker, 1871-76. Jordan, 1914-256
Aldabra, Madagascar, East Africa

2.

2'.

Frons with a wide median groove limited by
two paranel ridges, or FUgate punctate;
elytraJ pubescence without erect tufts.
Seychelles, Mauritius, Reunion, Rodriguez
· . . . . . . . . . . .. longieernis (Fabricius)

Frons with a narrow median carina, this
sometimes split; elytral pooeseenee with
erect tufts. Aldabra .
· . . . . . . . . . . . . pustulosltS Cerstaeeker

anthicopsis Jordan, 1914-259, pI. 15~fi~ 7-7b ..

. . . . . . . . . .. Seychelles: MabEl, Silhouette

Endemic to the Seychelles. The body is elon­
Kate, with patterned pubescence; head not retractile;
eye finely faceted, rounded, entire; scrobes dorso­
lateral, open, notching the sides of the beak just
below the eyes, not tuberculate; transverse prothor­
acic carina antebasal, broadly rounded into lateral
carina which extends one third the distance to the
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apex, basal carinula present; scutenum present;
elytra with the normal ten plus scutellar striae

Monosirhapis Jordan, 1936-282 [Type species:
Monosirhapis mooni Jordan, ]936-284, by

Tribe ORMISCINI

origmaI designationl. Vinson, 1962-261. Frie­
ser, 1980-208, key to species

adelpha Jordan, 1936-283 Vinson,] 962-262

~o~ : : Mauritius, a:mion

eres, no ropzderes esseiza usBo eman,
1859-115. Alluaud, 1900-383. Jordan, 1936-

timon matenaI m BDVC, a new recor.
tes~ella~us ~~~rel! 1866-~1 7 :g 5 ~Tropi-

maire, 1897-192 (Basitropis). Alluaud, 1900­
383 (Basitropis) Frieser, 1980-209 [Jordan,
1936-283 and Frieser, 1980-209 place the
earliest Fairmaire name in Basitropis Jekel, in

Fneser, 1980-210 Mauritius
albonigra Jordan, 1936-282 Vinson, 1962-262

Frieser, 1980-209 Mauritius
coquereli (Fairmaire), 1880-300 (Ttopideres) Fair-207, I::y to peCIe~

celU mameti Jordan, 1 ~7~ by ori'
deSi~tion]; Vi.n~n. 1962-258. Friesel, 1980-

258. Friesel'; 1980-208, fig; 4 .. Mauritius

Easily recognized by the unique, eight-articulate
antennal clubs.

mameli Jordan, 1936-278. Vinson, 1962-258. Frieser,

1980-208 ~ . 936219 'fig '3 .. V :au:
sericea Jordan; 1 - ,,7.i;8: =

Heniocera Jordan, 1936-277 ~~e ~ecies: H=

Horrniscops Jordan, 1914-250 [Type species:
Hormiscops tibialis Jordan, 1914-251, by origin-
.~6~~ignation] Jordan, 1936-284 Vinson,] 962-

=Hormiscopus [sic] Friesel, 1980-210

283.
oosmi" Jordan, 1937-336. Vinson, 1962-261 Fries-

er, 1980-210, includes an undocumented Reun-
ion record MauritiUs

morini Jordan, 1936-284, fig. 41. Jordan, 1937­
336. Vinson, 1962-261. b'neser, 1980-210, fig 5

laetus Jordan, 1914-252 · Mauritius

. . . . . . . . . . Seychenes: Praslin, Silhouette
sobrinus Jordan, 1914-251, pI ] 5, fig 5

. . Seychelles: Mahe, Silhouette, Marie Anne
tibialis Jordan, 1914-251, pI 15, fig 4a-b

Seychelles: Mahe, Silhouette, Praslin, Felicite
sp. in BMNH Aldabra
sp. in BDVC Reunion

Nesidobius Jordan, 1936-279 [Type species: Nesi-
dobzus vznsonz Jordan, 1936-279, by ongmaJ
;esi~tion]. Vin~on, 1962~. Frieser, 1980

confusus Valentine [NEW NAMEBeycheIIes: Mahe
tessellatus (Jordan), 1914252 (Hormisoops),

subjective homonym of Neszdobzus tessellatus
(Boheman), 1859 115. [NE'\' COMBINATION].

dipholis Jordan, 1936-280. Vinson, 1962-259.

as follows: Frieser, 1980 212 Mauritius
nigromarginatus Frieser, 1980-213 Reunion

1. Pronotum granulate-punctate, not retic-
ulate 2

1'. Pronotum reticulate-punctate .. .
. . . . . . . . .. ["ems Jordan

2 Male With fOre-tibia swOllen and weakly
curved; fore tarsus very slender .

.. .. .. .. .. . .. tibialis Jordan
2'. Male with fore-tibia and tarsus normal,

same as the other legs .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. sobrinus Jordan

Genus near Homuscops, in BMNH .. Aldabra

pollicis Jordan, 1986281. Vinson, 1962259.
Frieser, 1980-212 Mauritius

romulus Jordan, 1986-282, fig. 42. Jordan, 1987
886. Vinson, 1962 259. Frieser, 1980 218

· . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Mauritius, Reunion
schereri Frieser, 1980-212, fig. 6 ..... Reunion
tessellatus (Boheman), 1859-115 (Tropideres).

Alluaud, 1900-383 (Basitropis). Jordan, 1936
282. Vinson, 1962-259. Frieser, 1980-215 ..

· . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Mauritius, Reunion
thomasseti (Jordan), 1924-227 (Hormiscops).

Jordan, 1936-279. Vinson, 1962-260. Frieser,
1980-212 Rodriguez

vinsoni Jordan, 1936-279, fig. 38-40. Vinson, 1962-
259. Frieser, 1980-211 Mauritius

Transverse prothoracic carina antebasal and
elytral bases trunGate (in Hormisoops, carina basal

sp. '"Jillson, 1962-260 Mauritius

and elytral bases curved).
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Transfer of Hormiscops tessellatus Jordan to
this genus creates a homonym .Iordan did not
mention a carinula in his description, so I assume
it is ahsent If the cannula is actually present, his
species will have to be transferred to Monosirhapis
where it wi)) be a subjective homonym of Monosir-
hapis tessellatus (Coquerel). In either case, the
new name confilslls valentine Will stand

Principal Taxonomic References
Arranged by Islands

MAORITIOS: Jordan, 1936. Jorilan, 1937. Vin­
son, 1962. Frieser, 1980.
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Boheman, Carl Heinrich. 1845. [Descriptions
in Mantissa Curculionidum] In Carl .Iohann
Schoenherr. Genera et Species Curcullonidum,
8(2)' 344-353

Boheman, Car) Heinrich. 1858-1859 Coleop-
tera. Species novas Descripsit. Konglla Svenska
Fregatten Eugenies Rasa omkring Jorden under
befal af C.A.Virgin Aren 1851-1853. Zoologi
1, Insecta, p 1-217, pI 1-2 [1858' P 1-112;
1859: p. 113-217, Anthribidae on p. 115-117]

Bovie, Albert. 1906. Catalogue des Anthribides.
AnnaJes de Ia Societe EntomOlogique de BeIg-
ique, 49(11)'218-334

REUNION: Vinson, 1962. Frieser, 1980.

RODRIGUEZ: Jorilan, 1924.
Frieser, 1980.

Vinson, 1962.

named. on the plate without accompanying

SEYCHELLES, ALDABRA, CARGADOS CAM
JOB: Jordan, 1914.

CHECKLISTS, CATALOGS: Jekel, 1849. Gem­
miager and yon Harold, 1872. Donekier de
Donceel, 1884. Bovie, 1906. Marie and Lesne,
1917. Wolfrum, 1929. Wolfrum, 1953. Math
ur, 1957. Vinson, 1962.
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