
HS173

Fallglo Tangerine1

Larry K. Jackson and Stephen H. Futch2

1.	 This document is HS173, one of a series of the Horticultural Sciences Department, UF/IFAS Extension. Original publication date September 1993. 
Revised March 2003 and April 2018. Visit the EDIS website at http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu.

2.	 Larry K. Jackson (deceased), professor emeritus and Extension horticulturist; and Stephen H. Futch, Extension agent IV; Citrus Research and Education 
Center, Gainesville, FL 32611.

The Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) is an Equal Opportunity Institution authorized to provide research, educational information and other services only to 
individuals and institutions that function with non-discrimination with respect to race, creed, color, religion, age, disability, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, national 
origin, political opinions or affiliations. For more information on obtaining other UF/IFAS Extension publications, contact your county’s UF/IFAS Extension office.

U.S. Department of Agriculture, UF/IFAS Extension Service, University of Florida, IFAS, Florida A & M University Cooperative Extension Program, and Boards of County 
Commissioners Cooperating. Nick T. Place, dean for UF/IFAS Extension.

The citrus hybrid Fallglo (Figure 1) is the result of a 1962 
cross between Bower and Temple made by P. C. Reese. The 
plant was later selected for further evaluation by Reese 
and C. J. Hearn (both from the United States Department 
of Agriculture Horticultural Station in Orlando). Hearn 
released the variety in 1987.

The parentage of this hybrid is very complex since Bower 
is a tangerine x tangelo hybrid and Temple is probably a 
tangerine x orange hybrid. The genetic makeup would then 
be 5/8 tangerine, 1/4 orange and 1/8 grapefruit. The variety 
is most like a tangerine and has been classified as such for 
marketing.

Fruit Characteristics
Fallglo fruit are fairly large and are usually 2¾ - 3¼ inches 
in diameter. The fruit shape is somewhat flattened with a 
small depressed navel as is the case with most tangerine 
types. The rind surface is smooth and about 1/8 to 3/16 
inch thick. The peel color is a deep reddish orange at 
maturity. The fruit is somewhat easily peeled and usually 
contains between 20 to 40 seeds. Pollenizer trees are not 
necessary to ensure fruit set. The fruit matures in the late 
September-early November period with optimum palatabil-
ity occurring around Thanksgiving. Degreening fruit may 
present special problems that can compromise shelf life.

Tree Characteristics
Fallglo trees are moderately vigorous, thornless, and more 
upright than Temple. They are apparently only moderately 
cold-hardy, a trait shared with the Temple parent. Fallglo 
is resistant to scab fungus disease, unlike some other citrus 
hybrids. The variety is quite susceptible to aphids and 
often suffers from a twig and limb dieback after planting. 
The foliage tends to be lighter in color and smaller in size 
vs. typical orange cultivars such as Hamlin and Valencias. 
Since this variety is relatively new, there is much to be 
learned about the performance of Fallglo over time.

Cultivation
Fallglo should perform as would most other citrus trees 
and should do well on most of the commonly available 
rootstocks. Lack of experience with the variety may turn up 

Figure 1. Fallglo tangerine. Credits: UF/IFAS CREC
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new problems but the only minor problems noted to date 
are listed below.

1.	Trees occasionally suffer from a limb and twig dieback of 
unknown origin.

2.	Trees are not particularly cold-hardy and should not be 
planted in historically cold locations.

3.	Aphids may be a troublesome pest on young trees, 
necessitating extra sprays.

4.	Limited data exist but many feel that this variety could 
be an acceptable pollen source for cross pollination with 
such varieties as Sunburst.
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