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Mention of a commercial or herbicide brand name or chemical does not constitute a recommendation or warranty of the product by the authors or UF/IFAS, nor does it imply 
approval of the product to the exclusion of other products that may also be suitable. Products should be used according to label instructions and safety equipment required 
on the label and by federal or state law should be employed. Pesticide registrations may change, so it is the responsibility of the user to ascertain if a pesticide is registered by 
the appropriate state and federal agencies for its intended use.

Postemergent herbicides are applied directly to weeds. 
These herbicides are most effective when the weeds are 
small and actively growing. Effectiveness of these herbicides 
generally is reduced if the weeds are under stress. If peren-
nial weeds are large, try spot applications of a translocated 
herbicide in late summer or early fall. The herbicide usually 
must remain on the plant several hours to be effective. The 
length of time the herbicide needs to stay on the weed to be 
absorbed is called “rainfastness.” Check the herbicide label, 
because the time can vary by herbicide and by herbicide 
formulation. Therefore be sure the herbicide isn’t washed off 
by rain or a sprinkler within the specified period. Also try 
to avoid applying postemergent herbicide to weeds that are 
wet from dew, rain, or irrigation. It is often more effective to 
spray postemergent herbicides in the morning after dew has 
dried. Wind is usually the calmest is the morning, reducing 
the chance of herbicide drift onto nearby ornamentals, and 

plant metabolic activity tends to be higher in the morning, 
which facilitates herbicide uptake and movement within 
plant tissues.

Some postemergent herbicides can be applied over the top 
of ornamental plants. The herbicides listed in Table 1 can 
be safely used over the top of some ornamentals when used 
according to label directions.

Table 2 lists postemergent herbicides that are registered for 
use around ornamental plants when applied as a directed 
spray. When using these herbicides, be sure that the 
herbicide does not contact desirable vegetation. Use of a 
shielded spray nozzle or wick applicator is recommended 
when applying these types of postemergent herbicides in 
the vicinity of ornamentals or turf.

Archival copy: for current recommendations see http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu or your local extension office.

http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu
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Archival copy: for current recommendations see http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu or your local extension office.
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Archival copy: for current recommendations see http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu or your local extension office.
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