
TAP Sampling for Asian Citrus Psyllid (ACP) Field Sheet1

Monitoring ACP populations is an important tool in the integrated management of citrus greening. The most efficient way to estimate field populations of this insect is by monitoring 
adults. Tap sampling has proven to provide data needed to make informed decisions for managing this insect pest. Other pest and beneficial insects and mites may fall on the 
sheet and can also be counted. We recommend 10 tap samples in each of the 10 locations per block, 5 on the periphery and 5 in the interior. ACP tends to accumulate on the block 
periphery, which therefore may require more frequent sprays.
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How to Sample
THERE IS NO AGREED UPON 
THRESHOLD FOR CONTROL 
OF ACP. HOWEVER, RESEARCH 
HAS SHOWN THAT TWO 
DORMANT SPRAYS FOLLOWED 
BY INSECTICIDE APPLICATIONS 
WHEN ADULTS REACH 10 
PER 100 TAPS IS A VIABLE 
MANAGEMENT ALTERNATIVE TO 
MONTHLY SPRAYS FOR MATURE 
CITRUS TREES WITH HIGH 
INCIDENCE OF HLB

1. Place back side of this 
laminated sheet 1 foot under 
the branch to be sampled.

2. Tap the selected 
branch sharply with 
a PVC pipe or stick 
3 times.

3. Quickly count the insects 
(beneficials and pests) that 
fall onto the sheet. Pay special 
attention to ACP.

4. Write the number of insects from 
each sample on a datasheet for later 
reference and entry onto a spreadsheet.

What to look for: Beneficials or Pests
PEST

actual size

Asian citrus Psyllid adult Citrus leafminer adult

Myllocerus weevil

BENEFICIAL
Ladybeetles Trash bugs

Spiders
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USE THIS GRID TO ASSIST IN COUNTING INSECTS OR MITES.

The Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) is an Equal Opportunity Institution authorized to provide research, educational information and other services only to individuals and institutions that function with non-discrimination with respect to 
race, creed, color, religion, age, disability, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, national origin, political opinions or affiliations. For more information on obtaining other UF/IFAS Extension publications, contact your county’s UF/IFAS Extension office.

U.S. Department of Agriculture, UF/IFAS Extension Service, University of Florida, IFAS, Florida A & M University Cooperative Extension Program, and Boards of County Commissioners Cooperating. Nick T. Place, dean for UF/IFAS Extension.

Archival copy: for current recommendations see https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu or your local extension office.




