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The purpose of this document is to provide 
assistance in selecting the appropriate method to 
sterilize or disinfect horticultural tools and 
implements. 

The disinfection and sterilization of horticultural 
tools and surfaces is a good way to prevent the spread 
of disease-causing pathogens in gardens, landscapes, 
greenhouses, nurseries and farms. The habit of 
cleaning all tools and work surfaces (including 
floors) with a surface disinfectant will not only 
eradicate pathogens, but also limit their spread to 
healthy plant materials.  

Disinfecting and sterilizing tools and surfaces is 
no guarantee against plant disease, but including 
these practices as part of good production hygiene 
can have a significant impact on the incidence and 
severity of a disease outbreak. These practices can 
reduce the size of the initial disease outbreak and can 
also provide a better opportunity to manage the 
disease successfully through other means.

Numerous types of products can be used to 
disinfect tools. Various disinfection products have 
advantages and disadvantages that should be 
considered before a product is selected for use. Table 

1 provides a list of the most common types of 
products available and lists their pros and cons, as 
well as how the products should be used and where 
they may be purchased.

No matter which type of disinfectant product is 
selected, diligence in using the product is important. 
Ideally, tools should be disinfected after working on 
every plant. However, since this practice is not 
always practical, depending on the system you are 
using, tools should be sterilized as frequently as 
possible. It helps to have several tools that can be 
rotated between plants. One tool can be soaking in 
the disinfectant while the other is being used. 
Remember, keeping your tool clean helps prevent the 
spread of diseases!

Archival copy: for current recommendations see http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu or your local extension office.
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