Stagecoach visits
Fort Lauderdale in 1893

— A Trip to Biscayne Bay
— Description of New River, Biscayne Bay
and the Keys

— From the Titusville Advocate, reprinted in The Tropical
Sun (Juno), March 9, 1893, page 2

Lake Worth, Pessengers

Hypoluzo, and thow bound for southern
Dade stay on board until Lantana is reach -
ed. This polnt Is the most southern settle-
ment on the west slde of Laks Worth,
and is the norihern lerminus of the hack
line betwwen Lake Worth and Bscayne

Lantama is rachsd thres hourn afier
leaving Juno, or st late bedtime, and the
traveler finds 3 comforiable hotsl kept by
Mr. Basseit. Laninns bas in sddition io iis
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to take your s=al in
ihe hack, which & scheduled Lo leave for
New River at T AN, The hack 1§ a com-
madigus vehicle which will ssat six pas-
sengers comfortably, 1t has a cover and la
provided with side curiaing which may be
lowered when pecessary bo profect pas-
sengers from the wn or min, Usually
they are rolled up so that one has an e
cellent apportunity af seelng the compa-
ratively anknown country lying
Lake Worth and New Hiver
thess polnta s
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After lunch ai ithe bridge ower the
Hillsborough River, we are off again, and

appartunity to s the country, or In
other words to judge for youmell just
whinl there i in the way of land,

At New River we disembark and find
o good supper walting, and after doing
justice to the same, we are ready for
bed, and find very comfortahle guartens,
n lorge-sized tent, which 5 furnished In
sich & way that it will compane favorably
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New River, deepesi siream on the stage route, was crossed
by ferry rather than by bridge. It was around the ferry

crossing, rather than the inlet as predicted by the “Titus-

doned |t. The property is now held by the
Brickell family of Miami, who place a
very high value upon this particular spot.

Close by the tent where wo spent the
night is an obld elearing which has been
cultivated more or less by the Seminoles,
whio have erected several rude huts ar
shanties close by the river, and at certain
seazona of the year the red men with
their squaws and papooscs have beon
wonk to come and spend a few weeks at
this spot. Now that the hack line is in
operstion the Indisns will probably drop
this spot from thelr camping grounds and
seek o substituie farther removed from
the white man's poad.

The camp at Mew Hiver |z very close
to that stream which at the poini where
coach and passengers are ferried pcross
is about forty feet deep, although its
average depth from jts mouth at New
River Sound, which |5 aboul a mile east
of the crosing, is not more than five
Tent.

The New River country b undoubted -
I¥ destined to become thickly settled in
the near future, and will support quite
a large population, This neighborhood
has many attractions for the homesteader
of seeker after chenp real estats, New
River inlet s about fifty miles south of
Lake Wonh inlet and about twenty -five
north of Cape Florda or the principal
entrance (o Biscayne Bay, The inlel has

an average depth of about four or five
feet, and connects the ocean with New
River Sound, which runs parallel with the
weean and distant therefrom only about
two hundred vard: for five miles, On
New River Sound, five miles north of the
imlet, & the mouth of Mew Hiver, and o
fow miles further north we come to the
mouth of Middle River. Both of these
streams sre navigable for more than five
miles westerly [rom New River Sound,
and Middle River divides into a north and
routh fork, both of which are also navi-
gable, Along the hanks of these streams is
a large amount of good land, consisting
more of bess of hammock and some [ist-
class pine land, The eye of the home-
steader is already being directed to thal
locality, and dirsg the next few Yeirs
there & no doubl scores of families will
be hard at work clearing land and building
homes along the banks of these beawtl-
fully picturesque rivers,

The imding point for this territory
will ba located om New Hiver Sound,
somewhere pear the mouth of New
River, and as the banks of the seveml
streams tributory to New River Sound
become settled up the business will oa-
turally center somewhere within a few
miles of the inlet. After looking the
situation over carefully, we are [nelined
te predict thot here the largest town
botween the mouth of the St Lucle

ville Advoeate," that the Fort Lapderdale seiilement grow
{phote eourtesy of the Fi. Lavderdale Historical Society),

River and Biscayne Bay will be located
It cannot be otherwise.

Md Fort Laudermdale was located
about foar miles morth of the Inlet
an the wery narrow  peninsuls which
separnies Wew Hiver Sound (rom the
ovean, The name of this coming town of
saouthem Dade ouwght to be *'Lacder-
dale,” in honor of the old fort by that
name, the ruins of which are visited with

&0 much intenesi
The fshing in New River Sound,
epecially for tlarpon, i something

especial, even for Florida) and the inled
iz sald to he the only ane aon the cond
which s absolutely free from sandilies
ot all seasons of the yvear. We do nol vouch
for §ts freedom from these pests, and
bofore relyving upon the truth of this
claim we would prefer te look into the
matter gursell by spending a few weeks
on the spot, during the months of Juby
and August. We are also told thal mos-
quitees are very rare in this [ocality

the summer season. We cannot
help being & ligtle skeptical on this mos-
quito report, hut hope someday to find
out the facts in person, We have no hesi-
taney in saving, however, that during the
anly visit we have ever paid to New River
we failed Lo come in contact with either
a single sandfly or mosquite, bul it was
nob the season to expect themy and et
we bruhed away both sandflies and mos-

3B BROWARD LEGACY



quiitoss at n certain promising town where
we siopped for a few houm bebtween
Titus¥ille and New River, but the Adve-
cale has loo moch regard for its pros-
perity, and the editor is net so foolhardy
as Lo name the place referred to.

The fishing kn New River Sound would
open the eves of Senator Quay to the fact
that there are other places In Florda
where [sh will bite outside of St. Lucle,
and sporismen who sre after blg game
will think we ar exagpgerating when we
report what came to us as a (act by those
who llve in the vicinity that schools of
no less than seven manatees ore freguent-
Iy scen sporting about the mouth of
New River. The back-woods abound with
desr and wild turkeys. The mouth of
New HRiver has many altroctions (o com-
mend it Lo sportemen and toursts, and
a8 a lecation for & elub house ar camping
gquarters |8 not surpessed, if equalted, by
any Siate,

Very lttle, [ any, superonity can be
claimed for its climate over that of Lake
Worth or Indian River, bul it possesses
gpecial charms for sportsmen, The land
along MNew Hiver and both Torks of Mid-
die River are either government or eanal
lands. The Infter may be had al peason-
able prices, ranging from £2.50 te $10
per acre. Of eourse the fronts on MNew
River Sound are held at much higher
figures; but if our judgment bs worth  any-
thing as to the future of this locality high
prices are well warranted, and present fig-
ures will double or treble within the next
few years — for whatever seftlement ks
made in the extensive terribory traversed
by Mew River and Middle River with it
two forks, must do its troding at some
point sl or near the mouth of New
River.

On Midedle River is located the planta-
tion of the Florida Fiber Company of
which we have read so much from Lime
to time. Very little has been done by this
concerm in the way of cultivating sisal
hemp; the actupl area planted out being
le=a than two acres, it |s not worth talking
about.

Lo much for Mew River. Breakiast
being over and mules, hack and passen-
gers safely (erried mcross, we are off for
Lemon City., Aflier several hours ride
through what is almost 8 wildemness, we
finally came to one of the most beautiful
spois in Florida, known as Arch Creck.
The county rond crosses over this stream
o o natural bridge, The creek is o nar-
row, deep clear stream, which finds its
way from the everglades, and at this point
it has burrowed or burst its way through,
or under o ledge of solid rock. The upper
strata of rock remaln Intact and makes
n bridge which will never cost the county
anything for ropairs. The opening under
this rocky arch is quite Inrge, s that
when the water is at [ts usual height
boats may pass op and down Lhe stream
under the naturml bridge withoul any

trouble; although it s said that sf times
in the past, after henvy, continuous ralins
the ereek has been so swollen s to fill
the entire apening under the rocky arch,
It i= & beauliful sight to stand on this
natural beidge and look down Into the
clear water and see fish of all slees gliding
grace fully about its crystal depths,

Soon after leaving Arch Croek we be-
gan to pasa scattering homesteads and bo -
fore long it is spparent we are nearing
Lemon City, Shortly belore reaching
that point we cross the bridge over Lit-
tle River, & namow bui navigable stream,
which empties into the Bay aboul two
miles maorth of Lemon City, It i ssid
there is considerable good land along the
banks of Little River. This report is pro-
babdy enrrect, for we noticed what ap-
peared to be quite a fne body of ham-
mock land lying about kalfl a mile west of
the bridge where the road crowes. This
body of hammoek land i4 sakd to contaln
enough wild lemon trees o sel out SO0
BETRE

The impression received by the ravel-
er a4 he approaches Biscayne Bay is any-
thing but Inviting or encouraging. A few
mtiles before reaching our destination we
pass through a settlement which twenty
vears ago must hove been quite stiractive,
but at present the locality has the ap-
peamnce of neglect and decay. Seweral
once fine properties appear to be aban-
doned. The buildings, which all show
more or les signs of decay, were no
douht quite attractive a score of years
ago, Much mopey mist have besn spent
aon  the old Survedenl [Sturtevant]
place, where a feld, which appeared Lo
have al least forly acres, & completely
enclosed by o stone wall, built from the
rocks which dot the surfece of the land
in this locality, The homes formerdy
occupied by ex-govemor Gleason and by
his friend and partner W, H, Hunt, show
from the tangle of flowerng vines and
shrubbery which surround the old domi-
clles, that st one time well kept fower
gardens adorned the promises.

The neglected opppearance of this
settlement, which still bossts of o post
office called “"BEcayne,” gives a sad and
gloomy cast to our thoughts a5 we began
tos foel Lthe brecde and realize that in & fow
minutes we will be in sight of the clear
waters of Biscayne Bay; befome this med-
tative mood has had time to develop inte
a genuine cme of the blues the hack pulls
up in froni of the Lemon City hotel,
which |5 kept = and by the way well
kept — by Mra. Kevs. We lose no time [n
depositing our sutograph on the register
and devote the hour which remains be-
fore supper to taking a look at the Bay,
amd “sizing uwp" Lemon City, which
place b known on the postal guldes and
maps & Motto. Why the place is generally
spoken of a8 Lemon City and the post
office should be called Motto, we did not
ascertain, bul such is the cose,

The place boasts of about fifteen
buildings, but many homesteaders have
their dwellings scattered through the pine
woods from one to five miles from the
seftlement. The hotel would probably
secommodate 25 to 30 guests, It & new,
the rooms are clean, and the table is
fully as good as one would expect to find
in & place of lts size. Tt ks, in fact, much
better than some it has been our fot to
sample, which were the best to be found
in & town ten times the size of Lemaon
City, or as John Wanamaker has it
Maotto.

There are two stores, in one of which,
kepi by Willlam Filer, the post office |s
located, Theee ks, of course, the inevitabbe
real estate agent and land dealer, which
exists in the person of E. C, Hamington,
who is also deputy clerk of Dade County,
and notary public of the State at large.
He is enthusiastic in regard to the growih
al Lemon City, of which he owns & con-
siderable portion, and to intimate in his
presence that any other point on Bis-
cayne Bay can compare 14 advantages
aF attractions with those possessed of
Motto, would b to Invite a duel — of
words st least. We pled lgnorance as to
the varlous ambitiows seitiements on
Blzcayne Bay; tried to be pnon-commit-
tal and let Mr. Harrington and Filer do
the talking, while we atiompied to do
justice in the capacity of o listener.

There is no doubd Lemon City is a
growing place; it will continue to grow,
the lay of the land is sdmirable for a
town: it rses gradually from the Bay
front. The water in front of the place
iz a little deeper than at Cocoanut Grove,
which, of course, |5 an adwantage to any
place which aspires to develop 2 & com-
merelal centre. Some of the buildings are
quite pretentlous, but to the majorty
that term would mnof apply. It 5 not
clalmed that Lemon City i particulary
noted &5 the resort of wealthy people,
What its Tuture will he, it would be more
than we are warmanted, from our oheer-
votiops, to say just ab present, We are sa.
tisfied, however, that money invested in
property at this point would pay good
interest during the next few years; but
that much can be said safely of almost
any locality on Biscayne Bay,

Jdimt before supper we walked to the
end of the shord dock ab the post office
to take a look al the Bay. The impres-
sion was very similar to that experlenced
when we siw Indian River for the flmst
time feom the milroad dock st Titwsville
seven vears ago. A stiff southerly bresie
was blowing, and the Bay looked beauti-
ful; but just as when our eves firet rested
an Indian River, the most prominent
foeling wns a desine to see mor of it, and
next morning ot 9 o'clock we embarked
on the mail boat Spraoy, Captaln Sawyer,
and i considération of one dollar secured
passage for Cocoanut Grove, which lies
about ten miles south af Lemoan City.
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= Office of i+
The Tropical Real Estate Exchange.

- Choioe Lake, River and Ocean Fronts. b

Fineapple Lands, Tracts Specially Adapted ps Prult Culvnre, Rich Garles Lasds, Wikd, Tmpreveed anil Pastly
Papraved Propestied at Pricos Govrmaed by Locaidoa, Quality gad Prosdmiiy e
Tritapartatisn, Schsals, Chorchr, Eic

* Town Lots at Jdans, the Coanty Seal. )
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Frank Stranahan’s rough map of the hack route, skeich-  tate Exchange, 1893 (illustratlon courtesy of the Fort
ed on the statiopery of Guy Metcall's Tropical Real Es«  Lauderdale Historical Society].
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have not realizod its peculiar quality.

Many people have felt this breeze and yot
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we emerged on our erulse from Angel
Fish Creek into the open ocsan, and
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