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“Surveying South Florida in the 1870s

ARTHUR T. WILLIAMS

“Dedicated to my companion and father, Marcellus A, Williams"’

My father, Marcellus A Williams, was
a deputy United States survevor in Flo-
rida for many vears. My eadiest recollec-
tlon k5 of the stories he would tell me of
the plessures and hardships of camp life,
his enjoyment of the evenings in camp lt-
ting arcand the camp fire, lstening to
the experiences told by members of his
crew, of that day and of other days. It
instilled in my heart a great love for the
winistld and @ determination, at the first
oppartunity, o expeérience some of the
pleasures of camp life,

In 1870, when I was in my thirleenth
year, my father got a coniract Lo survey
the country from the North end of His-
cavre Hay to the South end of Lake
Worth and between the Everglades and
the Atlantie Ocesn, | determined 1o use
all my persuasive powers upan bim and
upen my mother to win thelr consent to
my necompanyving him on that trip. It
was not very difficult to get my father’s
cansent, bicause he was a firm believer
in outdeor life, but my mother's wivid
Imagination conjured up nll kinds of
evils which could befall us. Thinking to
l':l'|=|'|.b!]1. me, she (old me Indians were In
that ecuntry! In this she made a grest
mdstake, It was the one desite of my life
b ep & sure enough live Indian!

As the trip weuld be n the summer
months, during vacation tme from
school, T flnally obtained my mother's
consent. | was @ happy boy! My father
tedd mwe my duty would be o mend the
clothes and make the beds at night. My
mather [tted me owt with necessary
sewing materinl, and [, for days, prac-
thed rolling up blankéls until | became
gulte an expert.

My father charered the sloop “Cher-
v M, Captain Halg, to take Bim and his
party from Fernundina to Blscayne Hay.
Wie feft Fernpndina on April 27, 1870,

I might digress horo in order o siate
that the Sunday befom we lefi Feman-

dina, a8 school of blackfish, a species af
the whale, In size from fifteen o Lwenty
fest long, came up in the harbor af Fer.
oandina, The crews of vessels in the har.
bor and men and bovs from the town,
had grest sport killing thems with all
sorts of weapons, fraom an old army

bayonel on the end of a pole Lo n double-
barrel shotgun, They succeedod in killing,
[ believe, sighteen Strange to say, just
two vears after this, on cither o Saturday
night or a Sunday moming, & school of
about the same size eame ashore on the
heach ol Fernundina.

Morcellus A. Williarms, Deputy United States Surveyor for the State of Florida (photo

- o

oourtesy of Mrs. John . Hines and the Fort Lauderdale Historical Soclety).
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Ax | said above, we left Fernandina an
April 2%th. The firsi day out we had o
falr wind from the Noriheast, 1 whole
gakl breege, which cammied us down, that
day mnd night, to Mosgiito Inlel, Caplain
Haig had business ai New Semyma, so the
next moming he pul into that port,
where we reffaindd a -H.i:f' anidl ﬂl‘hL
resuming our pourmey the next moming,
the third day of the trip. From Mosguito
Inlet to Bizcayne Bay we had heandwinds
all the way and were flve daye making
the trip. We arrived at Cape Florida, the
inlet to Biscayne Boy, at night, and Cap-
tain Haig, nol knowing the channel very
well, decided io anchor and walt for day-
light. & part of our party slept in the
forchold of the ship, which was partially
covered that night by the hatch. A mther
amusing Incldent secured when the Cap-
tain cast the anchor. The nolse of the
chaln running through the hawss-pipe
caused those sleeping in the forchold io
think that the sloop had gone on the
rocks, and they became panie stricken. The
mainsall had heen loweresd on the hateh,
g0 they could not get out that, and they
commenced to hammer and kick at the
bulk-hoad between the forcheld and the
cabin, It took Captain Halg some time to
quiel them and sssure them there was no
danger, and that what they had supposed
to be the grinding of the ship on the
rocks wns the noise of the anchor chain
running through the hawss-pipes,

The next moming we entered Biscayne
Bay and sailed up near the North end, (o
the homestend of Ex-Lieutenanti-Gov-
arnor W. H. Gleason and his partner, W.
H. Hunt, who had recently ssitled on the
Bay. There we disembarked and pitehed
camp in front of Mr. Hunt's house, where
we remained for a week or ten days.

At this time, | recall, there were only
eighteen to twenty persons living on Bis-
cayne Bay. The names, & far x5 [ can
remember, wore Ex-Lieutenant-Governor
W, H. Gleason, Mr, W. H, Hunt and wife,
nnd a colored man named Andrew, living
at Mr, Hupt's place, A mile South of Mr,
Hunt's place, bwo young men, whoss
namies | do ool recall had settled a home-
siead. Next, South of them and betwesn
Litthe River and the Miami River, an old
Frenchman, Mike Searm and his son,
Geeorge, lved. At the mouth of the Miami
River, Fori Dallas, Dr. Harrds and his
wife and several children were living in
the old stope barracks which guaniered
the United Stnfes Army olfficers when
troops were stationed there, Aboul a mile
up the Miami River, on the South slde,
man named Wagner owned a home, and a
man mamed Pent lived with him. Wagner
had n eolored woman cook. The next
neighbors wore ** “way down South™ near
the present site of Cutler, a Mr. Addison
and his wife, This was the tolal popula-
tion of Biscayne Bay, excepl the keepers
af the light at Cape Florida, on the East
sgide af the E.‘_I,l',

After we bhad camped at Mr. Huni's
place for several days, | saw my first
Indian. He paddied his canoe to the land-
ing an Biscayme Bay, which was about
five hundred feet from owr camp, He
came stalking up toward the camp, fol-
lowed by o squaw and two piccaninnies,
in single file. My father and his crew had
gont out mnd thome was no ope in camp
but the colored cook, Geomge Norman,
and myself, We both saw the Indian at
the same time, and T most confess [ fell a
good denl of unessiness, especially upon
seeing George glancing loward Mr, Hunt's
howse as though be were plcking out a
line of retreat in case of necesslty; but we
baoth stood our ground, and when the In-
dian came within eight or ten feet of us,
George stepped [orward with extended
hard, which the Indisn immediately
clasped and asked Geonge what his name
was. He told George his name was “Tam-
my Doctor,” He then advanced and I
shook hands with him, George had heard
sompwhers, | presume, that the way to a
man's heart is through his stomach, for he
immediately prepared a meal for the In-
dian and his family, which thay ate rave-
mnously, That established peaceful reia-
tions between ws and 1 carred on quite a
converzation with the brave, Finally 1
bantered him to shoot ot & mark with
me with his rifle, | placed a plece of paper
on a pine ahout seventy-five vards dis-
tant. He shot at it four or five times,
and while he came near it cach time, he
did not onee hit the paper. 1 al ones
decided, disgusiedly, that he wias oot
much of & hunter, He remained in camp
all day and that night. In the afternoon,
when my father and the crew got In, he
again abe supper with w. After supper,
when the camp fire was bullt up, we sat
around the fire, Including Mr, Hunt and
his wife, Tommy Doctor and his squaw
and twoe piccaninnles, boys about six and
elght vears cld. Tommy [oecter was guite
talkative, but his voecabulary, of course,
was limited. | remwember his sqiesw cateh.
ing a gopher, which is a land turtle, and
propping it up before the fire to cook.
The poor ereature was alive and it was
really painful to wateh its efforis o get
away from the fames [f was, of course,
finally killed, She then took it down io
the Bay, tore the under shell off and put
the meat in the top shell, She then placed
it hefom the fire agaln until it was tho-
roughly cooked, I do not know whether
they ate |t that nighl or saved i unti]
next moming, but 1 do know thal they
ate 8 bountiful breakfast with us oext
morning.

While at this camp we hired from Ex-
Lieutenant-Covernor  Gleason an  army
ponloan, which 1 supposed had been lefi
there by the Army in the last Indlan out-
break of 1668, We used thls pontoon to
transport our provisions and camp oqui-
pape. as we moved entitely by water,

Our noxt comp was on Snoake Creek,

-'.:.__"-_ o
Willlamn H. Glegson, Biscayne Bay pio-

neer, “carpethag” politician, and, in
1868, lewtenant governor of Flarida

where the military rosd formerly mn to
Fort Dallas across the creek, Some of the
old piling which supported the hridge
meross the ereok was still standing, While
camped here we wene visited by a num-
ber of Seminoles, among them *Young
Tiger Tail,” son of the old war chief,
“Tiger Tail.” He was then twenty -five or
thirty vears obd, My father hired & canos
from him, the largest one | ever saw, Ii
Wiks I'mﬁ1 feet wide and eighteen feet
long, dug out of a cypress troe. He dei-
vered te canoe to us while we were al
this camp and told ws the next day he
wizkld bring the mast and sail,

The next day I was in camp alone as
the cook had been sent fo Fort Dalles
for supplies and any mail that might bhe
there, 1 wowed to myself that Young
Tiger Tail would nol come nio cAmp
withoul my seeing him, and every min-
ute ar two [ would dart & careful leok all
around: bul in the afternoon, when it
came time to prepare supper, ([ was play-
ing vook that day) | stooped over the fire
to attend to my pots. I heard o grint be-
hind me. | swung around to behold
Young Tiger Tail standing, with the masg
and safl on his shoulder, within ten feet
of me! He seomed much amused at
having startled me, but he was perfectly
friendly, and sat down and talked Lo me
until the men cams 0 from took
supper with us and lefe gulte late for his
camp, which was two miles distant,

While &t this camp [ bought & tric of
chickens from the Indians. One was a
Aetle vellew hen which laid an egg each
day, until she was killed by a mitlesnake
ninety days after | bought her.

We gpont ten days at this camp, then
moving to the head of the South prong
of Bnnke Creek on the edge of the Ever-
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glades, and about half & mile from the
Indian towns of Old Tiger Tall and Oid
Alex, which were about & quarter of a
mile apart. Each of thess villages con-
adeted of twenty huts, esch hut gheller.
ing a family. These huts were covered
with PIII'IH’GEW leaves and most of them

ed on [our sides, th EOMmE wene
Eﬁmﬂ on the East i:':'luhﬁnuth sides.
We estimatod thero were about two hun-
dred and fifty Indians — men, women and
children = in the two towns, They had,
evidently, been Hving in thess towns for
some moptha. Here, of coumse, we saw
& great deal of the Seminoles, They visit-
od ua every day, often five or six of them
in camp af ope tme — all young men,
The old Indlans seemed to be swsplcious
of us and avolded us, with the excsption
af (1d Tiger Tail., He called on my father
two or three Hmes, The flist question be
asked my father was whether or not he
knew the Cambles of Tallahassee, and
sepmed very pleased to fnd he did know
them and eould relate something of them
and their condition. The Gambles owned
8 plantation some miles from Tallahasses
and [t ws: & common rumor that Old
‘Tiger Tall was a great friend of the [ami-
ly. He lived in that part of the State, and
before the Indian outbreak of 1835, he
wamed the Gambles they had better
mave inbe Tallahasses becatse the Indians
were going on the warpath, Old Tiger Tail
was & very Intelligent Indian, of great per-
sonal dignity, five feet ten Inches tall, &
sirafght a5 &n arrow, and with abundant
white hair. The first time he came in
camp he complained that he had boon
having fever, My father mixed him some
quinine powders and gave him directions
how to make them. He retumed in about
o week and told my father his medicine
was ""heap good, fever all pone.”

The Morth line of Township BI,
Range 41, man through the edge of the
towns of Old Alex and Old Tiger Tail,
which szeermed o arouse the suspicion
of the Indians who did aot undestand its
sipnificance. The day before we Intended
to move camp to MNew River, our pariy
wont through ©0d Tiger Toll's town,
without stopping, but when they reached
Old Alex's town, my fther stopped in
order (o toke a rest and a smoke. He {illed
his pipe and asked the [ndians for a light,
At his request for a light, Od Abex said,
stemmlly, “Hiepus," which means, et
out!"™ “leave.'” My father not undestand-
ing the meaning of the word continued to
request & light, (8d Alex got more and
mare Angry, tepeating loudly ““Hiepus!
Hirpus!," which amused the younger
Indians, the womsen and children, and one
of them fnally brought my ather a coal
af fire, He, sensing Old Alex's hostility,
ignored it, and very deliberntely finlshed
hls amoke, He then went on with the line,

The sequel to this libtle scene came
naxt morning. While father was eating
broakfast, elghtesn young bucks, under
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command of Young Tiger Tail, formed a
pemi-circle in front of our Lenl, Look
their Colt's revolvers out of their holsten
and held them down by thelr skdes
Young Tiger Tail then stepped in the
mouth of the tent and told my f(ather
he hod been ordered by the old Indians
to come and make os “hiepus"” My fa-
ther remonstrated with him, telling him
he was dolng the work for the “Greai
White Father™ in Washington, and il the
Indizns  interferved  with him, soldiers
would be sent down and they would be
killed ar sent West. He sald all this, how-
ever, much more emphatically than | have
here stated. Young Tiger Tall, however,
was a diplomat. He assured my father the
young Indians woere very frendly Lo the
white, but, as he expressed it, “old Indinn
no like white man for long time, old
Indinn kill white man, white man kill
ald Indian Beaps." He said he could not

Old Tiger Tall (from “Camping and
Crulsing In Florida," by James Henshall),

go back o their fowns upti] he had made
us “hiepus:” f we would leave, he would
hielp us load up our provisions and camp
equipage In the pontoon, but that be
would have to reclaim his canoe. My
father consulted with his sssictant and
decided they could elose up thelr work
by noon that day and start for New River
in late aftermnoon, He made Young Tiger
Tail understand this, which plan proved
salisfactory to him He offered to stay in
camp until my father came back and kelp
s load up, which he and his companions
did. The less aof Young Tiger Tail's canoo
was & deriols matter with my father,
becauss he had intended to peturmn the
pontoon  to Ex-Lisutenant-Governor
Gleason and use the canoe in

ing our stuff to Now River. We Ie-!'t-lhn-ut
one o'clock in the aftermoon and arrived
al a [iftle island in the Glades, about a
mile from the Indian towns, before night
overtook us. We prepared camp, During

the night we could see large bonfires
burning in the Indian villages and could
hear Joyful and excited shouts and yells.
We supposed they were holding & “jol-
lfleation™ festival over having run ws
AWRY.

We knew nothing of the route between
Snake Creek and Now River, consequent-
Iy got quite a distance from the dipect
route, and well inte the Giades. The
gecond night, which was Saturday, we
camped on what we supposed to be Sam
Jones' laland, as shown on the map of the
State compiled in 1857 [1856 — the
Ives map] wnder the orders of Jefferson
Davis as Secretary of War. We spent Sat-
urday night, Sunday, and Sundsy night
on this island. Monday, we succeeded in
striking the hesdwater of New Hiver, and
wenl down that rver to a point about
where the town of Fort Lauderdale now
is, and camped on the South side. We had
been thers several doys when two canoe-
loads of Indians passed by on their way
to the beach to hunt bear, They stopped
at camp and one of the young braves,
named I-Ilny West Billy, came up o
get some moedicine for & sick equaw, My
father and the men were out af work, no
one being in camp except the colored
cook and mysell. | told Billy thot we had
no medicine which would do the sguaw
any good, but he ingisted, so 1 put o half
tenspoonful of seltzer aperient in a tin
cup, and tried to make ber understand
that when [ poursd water on I and it
effervesond, she must drink [t guickly,
The moment | poured the water on it,
she dropped the cup owirbosrd with a
most comical look of fright on her fat
face. She could not undemstand why
water showld boll without fire!

Young Tiger Taill seemed (o Lake
quite a faney to me the littde while we
were camped near his town and [ wauld
frequently accompany him to his hut
On one occazion, he dresied me out in his
chiels regalla, eonslsting of Eagle festhers
stuck In my halr, and sllver half moons
strung along my breast — four of them, |
think, the bottom one about six inches
from paint to point, graduating smaller,
until the top one was prohably only three
inckes from point to point. Young Tiger
Tall was the silversmith of the (ribe
He showed great ingenuify in hammerdng
oul stver coin and fmshioning different
omaments, | remember [ bought twea
rings from him One, a plaln silver band,
and the other a band with & blue bead
seiting. He had split the bead and stuck
it on the band.

It was in Young Tiger Tail's hut, in
Old Tiger Tall's town, that | firet saw (4d
Tiger Tall. When we frst came Lo this
camp, he was absent on a hunt and he
hod just returned the day 1 happened Lo
be in Young Tiger Tall's huat, 1 glaneed
across to the next hut and saw an old
Indian with a dmwing knife shaping a
cance paddle, He was such o dignifted

looking old lellow that 1 at once deeided
that it was Oid Tiger Tail and went over
and introduced mysell to him. [ asked
him what his name was and [ will never
forget the pride with which he rolled out
“Old Tiger Tail” We saw a good deal
more of him in later vears, He was a
fascinating, and & very interesling chare.
ter, & true Seminole — proud, dignified
and intelligent.

Key West Billy, another one of my
friends, had gquite a history, His name
camo from the fact of hls having spent
goveral months in Key West. The story
we were fold by the settlers about him Is
as follows: One doy he stolked Into
Minri and laid his rifle in & comner of
Dr. Harris® little store, without saying a
word (o anyone, He hung around several
duve, [poking very il and sad, until the
mail boat, which made semi-monthly
trips to Key West, lefi. He left with it,
and remained In Key West for several
months. The Indlans would send repeated
commands for him to come back, but he
paid no attention to them and did not re-
tum until Young Tiger Tail went to Key
West to fetch him, Dy, Horrs was then
told of a tragic Seminole baw: when a
Seminole wardor commitied a erime
which was punishable by doath, if he had
a son old enough to be & wardar, that s,
over sevenbeen yvears of age, he was forced
to ke his father's executioner, Billy's
father had transgressed this law, and
Billy had killed him, Overcome with
horrar, and sick in beart and body, he
immediately came to Fort Dallas, and
dropped his rifle in Dr. Harris" store. He
never again took |t up. The tragedy of the
thing seemed to have weighed upon him
s heavily that he wanted to get sway
from the Indians entirely. This, of course
bappened several years before we wore
there, and Billy had completely overcome
his sorrow, He was usually the life of the
crowd when he was around camp, He
had, in his residence in Key West, learmed
a greal many more English words than
most of the other Indians, and eould,
therefore, converse guite freely with us,
Ho was gulte a dandy, Hoe made o stariling
entmanee into camp one day with his
ususl hickory shirt reaching down to
within two inches of his knees, and over
that m white vest with large brass buitons,
on his feet a pair of shoes which ane of
our negro men had discarded, and on the
heel of each stuck out, prowdly, o large
hrass spur!

There were two famblies Hving on New
River &t this time; a man named Hall, his
wife, and two children on the South side
aof the rver, and a Mr. Brewn and his
wife, two grown sons, two grown datigh-
ters and a Younger son and daughber, Hall
had a little farm, but Brown seemed to
make his living by wreek and beach.
eombing, He owned a little schooner,
which was manned by his two grown
SaHE,
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Billy Fewell, known as “EKey West Billy™
(frem ihe MascCauley Report, U5

Bureau of Eihnobogy)

From this fimi eamp on New HRiver
we maved down [0 8 place known x Old
Fori Laodevdale, on the sinp betwesn
“eow Hiver Sound and the ocvan [k wms
only (v hundred feet scross from the
fresly waker in New Rwver (o the Atlaniie
Ocvan. We camped in a grove of cocoa-
mut frve which had probably bees plant -
ed by B wldien when they personed
thin plae durisg hs sws-vear ndian
War Whals of thin cumg we booght from
5 bwwch -commber maved Feord 2 g’
vawl, sbeoal e feef b ased Twwsty
oow el long. nd 8 abipy deghey, 3 boal
abowt four feei beam sod tes feel loog
wihich bt bl pched op on fhe belch
After thee pocpr e Of Uesd [ bosts we
rrturned the ponioos 6 Ex- Leeutensst
Govemaor Glemen & Bacaine Bav

Al thin time the inlel o New River
wai aboinl e miles South of this camp,
the New MNiver Sound parsBelling the
ooean for Uhin distance, but sfier Forl
Lavderdals wus seitled, someone cut &
ditch sirposs from whers we wemne camped,
and I s mow the nlel to New Hiver. The
pace where we camped ks now probably
the middle of the inlel

We had several camps on Sew Hiver in
surveing this township, In which tho
present town of Forl Laoderdals s
located, and In which Lake Maobel and a
greal pari of the town of Hollywood now
are. Lake Mabel, st this tirme, bad no
name, and did pol pomess one for a good
many years after. On this trip as a boy |

e —— =

mmember landing on the Wesd side of
New Hiver Sound in & very pretty tropical
hammock which lay beiwesn e Soend
angd the prewrni Lake Vabe! Some ten of
tlevern veanm afterewrds Sir Jarmes AL
Harris snd mrywilf boopht this beed In
ITER] ww wendi down o ook i owver
Whils we were jlaading oo e Emters
ihore of Labe Mlabel Mr. Horrs shed
me e e of the e | told b i
bl may Sarme sl Uhat | was Uoen poanyg bo
sarmw |1 o B pwerisesrt, Mhss lalter!
White, whom be., soon afier. oommed
Come yeem pfier thel [ m coEsecten
with Majpr 4. W, Bmberd cpde 3 map
af Flofda, snd on thal map wr namwd
the Lake “Nabsl™ which mase hma
ek te il ever mnee.

e moved snlirely by boat op the in
wie Py Trom New Hiver o Hilllchormo

River. and from the Hilshom Hiver o
Laks Boedca Hilonsd, MeARg “ral
mouth.” and then up o Drange Grove
Haul-over, named from & wild omnge

grove on the hankn of the lapoon sbout
ot Lhouueand feel hack of the sea besch.
We camped al severnl places on Hillsharo

Hiver. Al one of these ploces, opposite
where (he East Cossf Canal now goos
imte the rlver o mbilesnake killed my
prize Indinn hen one moming about sun-
rise. It siruck her in the head and afe

lived uniil Inke in the akght.
We saw no mom of the Indlans after

the two canoe-loads which pamsed our
camp on Mew River, which [ have pre

LF v

Aerinl view of Lake Mabel and the surmunding mangrove marshes, 1524
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was & stonmer running from Cedar ey to
Havana, stopping ot Puntn Rasa and Key
West, Punta Rassa being at the mouth of
the Caloosahatehie [sic] River about
fifteen miles below Fort Myes, Our sup-
plies and ourselves wene transported from
Cedar Hey to Punta Rasa by this steamer
and alze our ship's yawl, which we had
used on previous trips on the East Coast,
At Fort Myers we hired an ox team to
transport cur supplbes to our work, forty
miles Southeast of there. Here we met
severn] of our old Indian friends whom
we had known on the Esst Coast, among
them O4d Tiger Tail. He seemed to have
entirely gotten over his suspleion of us and
was in our camp very frequently. He told
my father that he thought it would be best
for the Indians to have schools, bul the
other Indians did not think so, and his
stand on the question therefore made him
very unpopular with them, He talked a
great deal about the war of "35 and ‘42
[the Second Seminole War], and at
times would get very mich escibed des-
cribing the battles. He called the reg-
ular United Siaies troops ““Yankees,"
and the wvolunteers “Cow Boys" [ re-
member very distinetly his deschption of
the battle of Wahoo Swamp. He would
gay: “Yanket ‘bam-bam' Cow Boy
‘bam-bam,” Injun he shoot bam-bam,’
shoot plenty,” and he would then imitate
the cheers of the Yankeos and the Cow
Boys, winding up with the Indlan whoop,
His eyes would Oash ms if he wore golng
through the experiences of yeams bofore
in this very battle, where he was wound-
ed In the left hand. My father asked him
how many Imdlans were killed during
that fight, but the only answer he could
got out of him was: “Injun kill Cow Boy,
Yankee, plenty; Yankee, Cow Boy kill
Enjun little bit,"" He was 8 wvery intelil-
gent Semimole and he sppoard to have
the welfare of his mee mope sb heart
than any others to whom my father talk-
ed, He alio seamed to wish very asdently
for the good will of the whites. As an
instance of this, I will mentlon the fact
that he travelled ten miles to an Indias's
field where he got some com, bringing
it back to us on his shoulder for one of
our oocen which was slek, as he had heard
my father say it might recover if only
wi eould seciure a little corn.

We oo mel another Indian we had
known on the East Coast — “Little
Thper." He was, as Obd Tiger Tail, o very
intelligent man, Just before we fnished
our work on this rp Little Tiger bought
o barrel of flour from ué and asked the
copk to show his squaw how to make
biscuits, A day or two after he had taken
the Mour and baking powder to his camp,
the squaw relumded with a dozen biscuits
she hod made, They were very good. I
have often wondered if she had to in-
crease oF reduce the grantity of Oour and
baking powder our cook wed when he
was showing her how (o make hiscuits,

if she would not be at o loss how w do
it. Floor was then worth sboot 512 a
barrel at Fort Myers and buckskins about
51 each, so Litide Tiger agreed to give us
twolwe buckskins for the barrel of flour,
Heo told us he was golng on a hunt, but
his squow and his lttle boy, a child of
ahout wipht vears obd, would bring us
the buckskins, The little boy brought
them all o camp in theee trips. He had
to walk nhout two miles from his fa-
ther's camp o ours, He was a bright Iit-
the fellow, could not speak much English,
but he wanted to bearn, and would ask
me all manmer of guestioni. | had some
magazines with pletuses in them, which |
would show him, and the litdle chap
would lie on his stomach in the tent and
look at thoss magazines by the hoor. His
npame was Con Cooches “Little Wild
E.L"

Game was very plentiful in that coun-
try. Three young Indians hunted around
our camp three weeks, and In that time,
killed ninety-seven deer for thelr hides
alone, which they tanned into buckskins
and sold for 51 each.

Thiz irip was in the early part of the
vear, when mosgquitees and other Inseets
weme nob troublesome. The country was
very dry, which was an unusual thing far
that part of the State, as most of it is
under water In the fall of the vesr. This
was the [nst trip | made with my father
on survevs, but with the experencs |
had in the four or flve teips, 1 felt 1 hed
become a pretty fair marksman snd had
hod o taste of the plessures and hardsh]ps
of camp life,

The pleasures | memember distinetly,
the hardsbips have long sinee faded out,
They instilled In me & great love of the
woods, which to the last day of my Hie |
shall never forget, Sinee those em'l'y
[ have spent fully fifteen years of my life
in & tent In & camp. There is no light as
besutiful as the light of stars in a clear
sky; no warmth as sabisfying s the glow
of a camp fire on the white walls of o
tent, and oo peace as resiful as the peace
of the woods ot night when man's work

is doma.
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