1O SETTLE THE

D:

LANU.

Pre-Emption and the Withers Report
in Early Twentieth Century
Broward County

Introduced and Edited

by JOE KNETSCH and PAUL S. GEORGE

Even after Henry M. Flaglee's
Florida East Coast Railway entered
Fort Lauderdale in 1896, the area that
would later become Broward County
rermained ::|.u'|.rm:l3.' pn]:lu!:l.l:rd. Mot untal
one decade later, with the onsel of
Everglades reclamation, did it begin to
exhibit even modest growth, for
mitracting settlers to one of America’s
last frontiers was not an easy task.

One method of bringing seitlers o
the aren was through active recruit
ment. Broward County Historian
Caoaper Kirk, in his "Andrew Clhiristian
Frost: Founder of Dania.” wrote of
Frost's tnip to Oeonto, Wisconsin, to
find settlers for the fedgling commau-
nity of Medelo {(Dania), Frost brought
back thirty adults ! James Ingraham,
another colonizer, was forced to recruit
hia brother-in-law, Luther Halland of
Mew York, to lead the settlerment that
was eventually named Hallandale.
Halland advertised southern Florida
Lo ks fellow Swoedes in MW S ML TS mnd
flyers strategically placed aboard
Clyde Line steamers. Printed in Swed-
izh, they proclaimed the area “safe
from that early and late frost which
in the northmest parts of the state has
so often ruined the expectations of the
frutgrower,'™

A different buat widcl_'.- used method
af populating the region was the
awarding of land to settlers through

pre-emption. The procedure had been
outlined in 1881, in Chapter 3324,
Sections 1-5, of the Acts of the Legis-
lnture of the State of Florida.? Under
this legislation, citizens of the state
were permitted to enter upon public
lands and establish residence or culs
tivate a parcel of land not exceeding
1&0 peres for the purpose of creating
# homestead which could not directly
or indirectly benefit any other per-
sonls)l. The land had to be locted in
legal aubdivisions (e surveyed and

sectioned lond), The state would set
the price, while the awardee had to
abtain tweo “credible witnesses'" to sign
affidavita stating that he/she was
residing on or improving this land;
maoreover he/she was required to sign
a personal affidavit before an author
ized afficer Eml.mwl.-'nl‘.'d to administer
official oaths. The state provided an
installment plan for the purchase of
the land, providing for a settler to pay
onethird of the cost of his parcel at
the time of the agreement; he wouold

ment and the relativel

outlining Withers' varied career,

Hoard,

The seattered nature of Broward County's early beenlvlh cendury setile
late formation of the county ag an independenl
governmental pnit make it difficult to assemble a comprehensive list of
the nrea's earliest seftlers, Various land records help fill the gaps left by
federal census reporis mrd newspaper accounts, One sech record, [ N
Withers" report to the state Internal Improvement Fund Trustees on pre-
emplion claims in Dade and Monree Counties, not only lisfts elaimants,
hut prowvides thumbnail descriptions of improvements to their property.
Withera" description of claimas in the portion of Dade County which in 1915
became Broward is reprinted here, along with an introduction by Joe
Knetzch and Pawrl 5, George exploining Florde's pre-empiion low and

Jor Kneiseh, a fn-r;m:n!‘ et ribactar fo Hie H-'rl!'r'l,'-l'ﬂl‘d I.ega_ty. ig Poseareh
histortan with the Floride Department of Natura! Besonrces in Tallahassee
and a former Broward County Historical Commissioner. Paul 5. George
iz professor of history at Florida Atlantic University and the University
af Meami ard the director of the Hisioric Broward County Preservafion
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pay another third within the first twa
vears of settlement, and the final third
within three vears of concluding the
initial agreement. If a settler failed to
pay within ninety days after the due
date, the land would revert to the state.
Only oneentry per person was allowed.
These terms, which paralleled the pre-
-El'l'lptiﬂ-:l'l p-l:r]:il‘.':.' of the federnl HOVEeTTI-
ment, were strong inducements io
settlement for land-hungry plonecrs,*
In sparsely settled regions of the
stute, it was common practice for the
Beard of Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund to dispatch an
agent to an aren to investigate the
legitimacy of land claims. In 1905, the
Trustees appointed Isanc N, Withers
as lamd agent. Withers” duties involved
selection of state land under the
Swamp and Overflowed Land Act of
1860; moreover, *...it also [will] be a
part of his duties to look after ires
pussers upon the lands of the Internal
Improvement Fund and prosecute the
claims for such trespass, makin
manthly reports of his doings an
actions....” For these tasks, Withers
received S100.00 per month, and
twenty percent of all moneys coll
for succesaful trespass prosecutions.”
Born at Fort Mill, South Caproling,
on January 7, 1853, Withers was
educated locally and at Rutherford
College in Morth Carolina. After maov-
ing to Florida in the early 1870s, he
began working ns a salesman in a
Leesburg mercantile store. Withers
later joined his brother in an orange
grove venture on Pleciola Island an
Lake Griffin. In 1804, he bégan his own

store nnd grove st Lady Lake, but two
devasinting freezes in the winter of
1604-95 ended this attempt at home
steading. Afler o sajourn in Citronells
in Citrus County, Withers returned to
Lady Lake in 192, His career of public
gervice had begon as tax collector of
Sumter County in 1885 and included
a stint a8 county commissioner. In
1906, after less than a year as & state
land agent, Withers was appointed to
fill the unexpired term of a member of
the stute senate from District Twenty-
three, which included Lake County, He
wag ré-éleeled to the seat in 1908 and
remained in the senate until his death
on February 12, 19125

The Withers report, which follows,
represents a rare first-hand glimpze of
early settlement in Broward County.
From the information he E'“l-l'“-'-l':dr W
can see the type of people who pio-
necred the area and the various
improvements they made on the land.
Withers reported that many of the
people who made claim to improve-
ments or setilements were exaggerat-
ing — il not outright prevaricating.
Some claims had already been aban-
doned, or their claimant had died.
However, many did institute the neces-
sary improvernents and received land
af prices ranging from £1.25 to 53,00
per ere,” e of the claimants were
founders of Broward County's first
communities.

Of specinl interest in the Withers
report are his revelations concerning
the wvarieties of pioneer agriculture.
Because of the wellknown sucoess of
the region's truck farms, it has been

S

generally assumed that this was the
most cormmen vpe of agriculture in
early Broward. Relying on the memo-
ries of early Hallandale residents, one
writer has stated, *“The iype of farming
they did could be described best as
truck farming without trucks. The area
wig too wet for any grain, even corn,
but produced excellent vegetables,"”
This same writer also noted the early
importance of the pineapple.® Withers
found, however, that the cultivation of
citrus crops was ol least equal to the
acreage devoted to raising vegetnbles.
This fact appears to have escaped the
memories of many pioneer offspring
upon whose recollections historinns
have based some of their accounts of
Broward's early history. Withers'
report will help refine and balance
earlier pictures of life in the land which
became Broward County, and demon-
strate the diversity of opporiunities
that southeast Florida's fertile frontier
offered pioneees.
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THE ILN. WITHERS REPORT

PUBLISHED IN

MINUTES OF THE TRUSTEES,
INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT FUND

Lake City, Fla., Nowv, 5, 1907

To the Honorable Board of Trustees of
the Internal Improvement Fund,

Gentlemen:

In accordance with instructions
from wour honorable board, 1T have
examined seitler’s claim on State lands

VOLUME viI

in Dade and Monree Counties and
herehy report s fiollows, to wit:

In Township 505, Range 41E, Frank
R. Oliver, Ft, Louderdale, claim filed
MNovember 22nd, 1897, on 54 of SEY
and 5E of SW'4, Section 1.

—— e =

P.M. Bryan, Fi. Lasderdale, elaim
filed March 15¢h, 1902, an 5% of NEW,

Section 12,

Fred T. Fisher, Fi. Lauderdale, claim
filed March 27th, 1906, on EY% of 3E4,
Section 122

W.P. Cromer, Fr Lauderdale, claim
filed March Sth, 1902, an MW af SEL
and NEW of SWY4, Section 12,

Mo improvement whatever on either
of above claims.
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Diagram showing section divi-
sions as deseribed in the Withers
report.

[.H. Bryan, Ft. Lauderdale, elaim
filed May 1st, 1899, on N% of NE's,
Section 13

Abandoned claim and it g now
occupied by JW. Clark, Fi. Lauder
dale, His improvement consists of one
palmetto shack, with paper roof and
one shack with one side and one end
palmetto, the other side and end and
roof of paper; a shed for mule and cow,
has three small clearings of about half
acre each, on which he will plant
vegetables; value of improvements, ten
dollars.

G.D. Bryan, claim filed May 1st,
1894, on EV of NWY, Section 13 The
only improvement is an Indian camp.

W.AL Hill, Fr. Lavderdale, claim filed
December 3rd, 1906, on NW% of NW4,
Section 13.

Has farmed a few acres, also says
he has farmed ten or twelve acres of
NWu (n part of G.D. Bryan's claim),
therefore he thinks he should be
permitted to purchase the said forty
HCTes,

R.A. Bryan, FL. Lauderdale, claim
filed April 28th, 1899, on 3WY of NEW
of SEY, Section 173,

No improvements whatever,

MN.H. Braddock, Fi. Lauvderdale,
claim filed July 5th, 1659, on EV of
SE4, Section 13,

Mothing done on claim.

H.). Braddock, Ft. Lauderdale,
claim filed Movember 11th, 1895, on
Evs of SW, Section 13,

Improvements consists of one small
shack and three acrées cleared and

lanted in vegetables; has also a few
nanas and guavas., Improvement
worth fifty dollars,

JW. Braddeck, Ft. Louderdale,
claim filed April Znd, 1899 on SEY of
MEYW and MEYW of SE4, Section 13
Which he has assigned to M.H. Brad-
dock. Improvement consists of one
amall board house, in which he is
living: a well, stable and packing shed.,
Has three hundred orange and grape
fruit trees, one half in bearing, eight
Avocado pear trees, five mangoes and
a number of gunvas,

JW. Clark, N.H. Braddock, H.D.
Braddock and W.M, Hill, state that if
permitted to buy the land on which
they have filed claims they are-willing
for the State o reserve all wood on the
land.

Skelton & Bemis filed claim on Bl
of SE%[14], Section 36, Tp. 50, R.41 and
NEW of NE', Section 1, Tp. 51, K 41,
gn which nothing whataoever has been

ane,

In Township 515, Range 41E.
N.C. Pike, Hallandale, claim filed
:l'lpr-l] Bth, 1902, on EY: of SE 4, Section

J.E. Mosley, Hallandale, claim filed
April 3rd, 1889, on SEYW of SWUY,
Section 1.

Farmed about twenty acres in 1904;
nothing done since,

Sold claim to HF, Ingalls, who is in
possession and has six acres cleared,
on which he has five hunﬂmﬂllwu—ymr-
old grapefruit trees. Improvement
warth five hundred dollars.

C.W. Brown, Hallandale, elaim filed
March 12th, 1902, on W% of SE% and
Ev of 8W1Y, Section 2.

MN.A, Carlson, Hallandale, elaim
filed August 13th, 1901, on NEW of
Seetion 11,

Improvement consists of amall
house and four or five neres in culti-
vation. Improvement worth fifty
dollars.

A, Andrain, Hallendale, claim filed
Jduly Eith, 18901, on N of SEL, Section
11.

Improvement consists of o house 30

x M and severnl ncres that have been
cultivated in vegetnbles, Had barn and
stable but was burned, Improvement
worth fifty dollars.

AL, Bryan, Hallandale, claim filed
duly 28nd, 1901, on 5% of SEY and Bl
of SWia, Section 11.

Improvement consists of packing
hoizze and twenty-five acrea that have
been cultivated in vegetables. Improve-
ment worth twenty-five dollars,

C.H. Garthside, Miami, claim filed
August 3lat, 1901, on NEYW, Section 12,

P.N. Bryan, Fi. Lauderdals, filsd
claim March Sed, 1902, on 8% of WES,
Section 12, but neither Gartheides nog
Bryan have made any improvements.

Dscar Anderson, Hallandale, filed
claim on W% of SW%, Section 11, No
improvement.

M.C. Bryan, Hallandale, filed claim
April 20th, 1899, on St of SE%, Section
12

Improvement consists in dwelling
and several acres in cultivation on
which are growing two hundred
orange and grapefruit trees, fifty
avocado pears, fifty mangoes, guavas
and one gere in pineapples. Improve
ments worth one thousand dollars,

JM. Bryan, Se, Danin, filed claim
J:ILEpr'tl 20th, 1899, on SW'% of Section
ﬁ.ulgned elaim to C.E. Ingall

Philemon M. Bryan, one of Fort
Lavderdale's earliest pioneers, his
sons Heed and Tom, and other
members of his large and influen-
tinl family filed pre-empiion
claims in present Broward Coun-
tv.
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[Ingalls], Hallandale, whe is in posses-
sion. Improvements consist of good
barn and packing house, several acres
in cultivation, on which he has grow-
ing one hundred orange and grapefeait
trewes, one hundred avocnde pears, ten
mangoees, guavies and two hondreed
aeres in pineapples, Improvement
worth five hundred dollars,

W.Q. Bryan, Hallandale, claim filed
April 20th, 1889, on N of NEY,
Bection 13 Mo improvement.

J.B. Gordan [John B. Gordon,
famous Confederate general and post-
Civil War governor and United States
senator from Georgial, Biscayne, filed
claim December 13th, 1901, on SEY of
WEW, Section 1.3,

Assigned December 20dh, 1901, to
Fannme H, Gordan, No improvement,
cxcept o few acres cultivated in toma-
Loeies 10 1903 and 1904,

Henry Clemmons, claim filed April
20th, 186G, on 8WY of NEY and 5E%
of MWLY4% and NEY of MW, Section 13.
Mo improvement.

J.R. Charlton, Hallandale, claim
filed June 12th, 1899, on W of NWY,
Section 13,

Improvement consists of dwelling
house, 1% peres cleared and eultivated,
on which iz growing four hundred
arange and grapefruit trees, twenty-
five avoecado pears, twenty-five man-
goes, twelve Japan persimmons,
pluma, guavas, maumes apples, mal-
berries, pineapples, beside flowers and
a well. Improvement worth five
hundred dollars,

H.N. Gordan, Biscayne, filed claim
December 9th, 1901, on SWhof Section
13 Mo i.mpm".'pmu-:nl.

Frank Gordan (dend) filed eclaim
Drecember Oth, 1901, an SW of Section
13. Mo improvement except o few nores
i tormatoes several WELTS 0,

C.M. Howell, Hallandale, elaim filed,
November 13th, 1901, on MNEW of
Section 14. Mo improvement.

J.H. Johnson, Hallandale, claim
filed Oetober S0th 1901, on NW4% of
Section 14, Mo improvement,

John T. Wofford, Hallandale, claim
filed July 13th, 1901, on SEY of Section
14,

Improvement consistis of packing
house, twenty-five ncres cultivated in
tomatoes in 1902, Nothing since.

J.B. Coombs, Ojus, claim filed Sep-
tember 23rd, 1901, on E¥% of SWY,
Section 14, No improvement.,

30 — Broward Legaey

J.W. Woiford, Hallandale, claim
filed Beptember 23ed, 1901, on W% of
SWi4, Section 14,

MNothing done, My, Wofford is dead and
hiz widow has moved to Atlanta,
Ceorgia,

Edwin Anderson, Hallandale, claim
filed December 1%ih, 1901, on NE% of
Section 15 No improvement,

H.MN, Harris, Ojus, claim filed
Cetober 28k, 1901, on SE%, of Section
15 Na imprr.l'l.'un'u:nl:.

W.T. Johnson, Ojus, claim filed
Oetober 28th, 1901, on 5% of SWY,
Section 15, No improvement.

—-—— ==

Former Confederate general and
Georgin statesman John B. Gor-
don, who lived on Biscayne Bay,
filed o claim for property near the
present intersection of Hollywood
Boulevard and U5, Highway 441.
Gordon died at his Biseayne Bay
home in 1904,

Edward W, Johnson, claim filed
Detober 28th, 1900, on N of NE% and
SEYW of NEW, Section 21, and MW of
NWLY, Section 22,

John Anderson, Hallandale, elaim
filed December 10th, 1901, on 5% of
EWi, Section 22, No improvement
(now in asylum).

JW. Johnson, Ojus, claim Gled
Oetober 26th, 18901, on NE W4, Section
L'l

Abandoned claim and it is now being
worked by Henry Johnson., Had ten
acres in tomuboes lnst senson and now
preparing land for fall planting.

C.W. Coombs, Ojus, claim filed

Oretaber 28¢h, 1901, om 5% of NWY and
N¥ of SW4, Section 22, No
improvernent.

Charles Errickson, Hallandale, filed
claim December 11th, 1901, an SEY,
Section ¥2 No improvements.

George E. Gallowny, Hallandale,
has located a farm on Ei% of NWY,
Section 2

Has cleared land amd set oot four
hundred and twenty-five bananas and
Hi.’i ]I.l'l:lmldﬂ IH:I:ITE,

E.l. Glass, Buena Vista, claim filed
March 36, 1806, on Els of EY, Section
a9

J.B. Gordan, Biscayne, also applied
for same, bui neither has made
i provement,

H.N. Harriz, James Murphy, BR,

Thompeon, Fannie B. Smith and J.M,

Haolding, filed cloim on W% of Eis,
ion 23, but no i.mi:-nr'.'rml:-nq. 'I:_',-
vither worth considering.

5.L. Padgett, Miami, claim filed
Oectober 26th, 1901, on MW of Section
. E.H. Padgeti cultivating a small
part of elaim in lomatoes,

MN.G. Padgett, Ojus, claim filed
Oictober 26th, 1901, an N of SWH and
SE4Y of W4, Section 23,

Mo improvement, except few acres
cultivated in tomatoes,

E.W. Smith, Francis, claim filed
September 26th, 1896, on N of NE4Y
and SW'w of NEW, Section 24, No
i provement,

H.W. Padgett, Miami, claim fled
March 13th, 1896 an SEY of NE4Y and
N of SEYW, Section 24. The SEY of
MEY has been assigned to George E.
Galloway, whose improvement con-
sigts of n dwelling and several acres
in cultivation, one hundred young
arange and gruerru:il trees, Wwn avoe-
cado pears, mangoes, limes and gua-
vas, Improvements worth one hundred
dollara. NW4 of SEY has been
assigned to W.M. Ingar, who has
dwelling, one acre in coltivation, on
which he has fifteen avocado pears,
ecight mangoes, n few orange trees,
limes, lemons and gupvas, lmprove-
ment warth one hondreed dollars, The
balance of the claim s held by Mr,
Fadgetl_, a]ihnug:h he is in business in
Miami. About tern acres have been
cleared, on which are two old houses
and fifteen or twenty avocado pears,
which constitute the improventenis.

MNote as to claim of John W, Leslie,
Miami, Fla,
5% of NWW, Section 24, T. 515,
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EA41E. He built house before sarvey
was made. After the survey the house
proved to be on the NEY of 3Wi, Mr.
Leslis wants to retmin his improve
ments, The NEYW of SW is occupied
by J.5, Blackman, who has small
settlement,

James W. Sirange, Miami, claim
filed March 13th, 1896, on 54 of SEW,
Section 24, No improvement.

W.M, Brown, cluim filed Nowvernber
20th, 1901, on NG of NW, Section 24.

[ improvement.

John W, Leslie, Miami, cloim filed
October 17th, 1801, on S% of NW1,
Section 24.

Improvement consists of dwelling,
rock fence and fifty or seventy-five
fruit trees.

Fred H. Kron, Buena Vista, claim
filed July 27th, 1896, on NEY of 8W4
and 5 of BW4, Section 24 and NWY
of MW, Section 25, Claim abandoned
and mow in ion of J.5. Black-
man, who is living on NEY of SWy
and has small grove of young stange
trees on MWW of MWW, Section 25,

E.T. Byvington, Miami, claim filed
Movember 16th, 1901, om NWY of SW,
Section 24, Mo improvement.

John B. Britt, Lemon City, claim
filed, May 21, 1903, on E'% of NW'% of
SWY and NWY of SEYM, Section 205,
Claim abandoned by Britt and now
oceupied by T.G. Prvor, who has made
a clearing and built two palmetio
houses 15 x 15 and 15 x 25 respectively,
sob oul sixty eorange trees, thirty-five
lemons and three hundred banpnas,
Improvement woarth one hundred
dellars.

4., Slevin, Buenn Vista, filed claim
July 2Tth, 1896, on SWU of NWL and
Wi of SWi, Section 25 and SEW of
SEYN, Bection 26, Cluim abandoned by
Blevin, 8Wuw of NW, Section now
oecupied by J.M. Holding, he has
severnl neres cleared and set in young
orange trecs, Wia of SWY, Section 25,
now occupied by E.A. Brewer, who has
one house, one palmetto howse, barn
and packing house, four hundred
young orange trees, fifteen mangoes,
twenty-five avocado pears, forty gua
vas, limes, lemons and eight thousand
fwo hundred bananas, Also sugar
apple, tamarindsg, ¢te, Improvements
warth two thousand dollars.

—— e — —

H.E. Podgett, Miami, claim filed
March ard, 1886, on Wi of NE4,
Section 25 Mo improvement,

Ivan B. Padgett, Miami, claim filed
March 13th, 1896, on EY% of EY of
Section 25, Cleared and cultivated
three acres in vegetables,

0.1 Brown, filed claim January 21,
1902, on NEY of Section 25, which
includes claims of R.E. Padgett and
Ivan B. Padgett, but has made no
improvement,

Edward A. Brewer, filed claim May
Gth, 1888, on BEY of SEY, Section 32
and SW4 of BWY, Section 33, Agasigned
claim toJohn Douglass July 8th, 1898,
Douglass assigned August 31st, 1901,
to B.E. MeDonald, McDonald has aold
an interest in claim to Johm 0. Neal,
they have in grove five hundred young
orange trees, this is an island in the
glades, known as Honey Hill,

LS 3 =

Robert B, Fickle filed claim February
15th, 1856, on SE'% of SE'4, Section 34,
and 8% of SWli, Seetion 35, Trans-
ferved same to JUG. Troitt, Fulford,
Aunguat 19th, 1897; improvements
consists of twenty-five acres cleared
and set with orange and grapefruit,
avocedo pears, mangoes and sixty
thousand nursery stock.

John A. Harp, Fulford, filed clmm
on S of SEY, Section 35, Improve
ment consists of five neres cleared and
set in orange and grapefruit. Mr. Hal's
lives on homestead adjoining sai
elaim.

J.B, Studstill, Miami, filed elaim
August 4th, 1906, om 3Wa of SWia,
Section 36, Improvement consists of
house 16 x 20 feet, two acres cleared
and set in avocndo pears and mangoes,

Thomas A. Harp, Fulford, filed claim
February 19th, 1898, on 5E% of SWi
and SW of BEY, Section 36. Improve-
ment consists of dwelling, one hundred
and fifty large orange and grapefruit,
oo hundred amall trees, two hundred
large avocado pears, one hundred
mangoes, guavas and limes,

lijak H. Pudi.'clt Hlnml- filed claim
Marc 13th, 1596, and Fei:mm Zird,
1808, an F"rb 1:-!' HE'.-i amd M4 -:|f SE'.-i,
Section 36, transferred same to Noble
Padgett. Improvement consists of
house, five acres cleared and set in
small erange and grapefruit, avocado
pears and guavas, said improvement
being on NEY of NE', and a three acre
clearing on NWY of SEYW for
gardening.

T

To the Honorable Board of Trus-
tees of the Internal Improvement
Fund, Tallahassee, Florida.

Crentlemen:

Follewing instructions of wour
homorable Board, [ have examined the
various claims of settlers on State
lnnds in Township 31 south, Range 41
enst. The fallowing are on pine lamd,
the goil being poor and in many places
covered with rock, the claimants have
made substantial improvements and,
with one exception, are living on the
land. The one exception, Mr. J.W.
Lesalie, iz guite old and feeble and
unable to make a living for himself,
therefore was compelled to leave his
place and is living with his daoghter
in Minmi. Taking into consideration
the fact that they went on these lands
and have been at considerable expense
in making improvements and have
opened the way and shown what can
be done off the land, I recommend that
they be permitted to purchase sighty
acres of the land at £1.50 per acre.

Seetion
H.F. Ingalls, SE% of 3WW .. ..... |
N.C, H-ryﬁ.n ................. 12
CEIngalla ...ccvanannannnsns 12
J.R. Chalton [Charlton] ........ 13
H.W. Pa e S e O
John W. Leslie . .....cccccnun 24
J.S5 Blackman ...cc0eee05000004
L 5 T e e i 25
EA Brewsr ....covvnnnnnnans 20
dJohmO'Meal. . oo vennennennn. a2
JohmO'Meal, o v v e vnnnnennnn K
A R o 11| AP AR a4
J T s sl v e s e v i il
John A . Hamp . .- cccvvvssasana a5
Thomas A. Harp. . . cvvvisaaanns 35
Thomas A Harp. . .« o cvvvauaa 30
MG Padgelt .....cc00unaannn 36

The following have byilt and live
part of the vear on pine land, but have
farms on the sand glades. | recommend
they be allowed to purchase eighty
peres of land at 2200 per acre.

Section
MACardson - ccvvvvrvvnnnnnnall
Mre A D Ingalls ............- 11
A ADAPAMN. . v v s v 11
G.E. Galloway ......--:.. e i
Henry Johnson .. .. ... 0ua. ]
W Inger . .o0iccmancicnnann 2

The following nre now farming or
huve farmed the glades. The glades in
this vicinity are mostly sand and not
so fertile as those composged of muck.
With heavy fertilizing and a great deal
of water they are very uckive, on
the other hand toe much fertilizing and
too little water makes o fmilure in n
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erop, | recommend this class of claim-
antg be allowesd to purchose sighty
acres at 83,00 per nore,

Section
| T 2 N e e |
W Brown . cveccencnnnsnn 2
CH. Garthsides ....oocvniunnneal®
PN By, .. cecvmcmmemaes L
T L e 13
H.N. Gordon, Biscayne . o0 0aa..l8
CH Howrell . covivisnssnnnss 14
JH. JORRBOM ¢ o vv v rssaasaa4s 14
JT. Wolford . . ... cccioceiss 14
JB Coomba..veeeeencencenns 14
JW Woitford ......ccineennnald
Edwin Anderson . ...ovvunwnas 1]
HMN. Harrs cccvcecenninenmns 15
SL. Padgett .. ..... PR,
EH.Padgett ..oovvnneonnnn, a7
LB Paggetl & . vvninnsrni i ek s 25
JM Holding ...ccvvvvnnsnsss a5
JJ Hamilton .. oo vvvvvnnnes. .22
PH R 2 T Pl Ll i e )
John Anderson. .. v vvvnnnenaa 22
EP. Byington ...............2

The following elaims are abandoned;

Section
Orscnr Andersom ..o eeeeeen.. 13
WO Bryan «.oovnnnnnnnnnssald
Henry Clesions . ....ocvenneuns 13
HN.Gordon ......cc0cinnas, 13
W Johnson . oo oo v v v 15
EW.dohrson......o00nuuuys 21
EW. JORDSOM . . .« vvvvvnnensas 2
CW. Coomba «.ovivnevnnnnnnea??
Ed Glass o cavissiscennnen 3
WM Brown...ovoeeanissonnns bl
EW.8mith ......00... —
JW. Srange ....c0iiiiinaa.. 24
REPadpett. . c.ovivivainnnie pis ]

The claime in Tp, 50, K. 41 of Frank
R. (Miver, Sec. 1 and P.N, Bryvan, Fred
T. Fisher and W.P. Cromer Sec, 12, and
Skelton & Bemis, Sec. 36 and Seec, 1,
Tp. 51, R. 41, deserve no concession
whatever,

Henry H. Harrison, Minmi, has filed
elaim on all Secs. 4 and 5 and parts
of See, 6, but informed me he does mot
wani lhc land,

Dre. Grahwm, Miami, filed elaim on
portions of Secs, 5 and &, but he also
informs me that he would not buy the
band if he could get it

Joe Jennings, Miami, filed claim on
portions of Seca. & and 8, but I have
not been able to locate him; therefore
do not know if he wants the land.

J. B, Studstill, Miami, has claim on
WY of 8Wi, Sec. 36, 51, 41, but
informed me that he did not want the
land and would not pay 25 cents per
acre for it.

JUT. Sloan, Miami, has claim on
EWuY of SWY, Sec. 36, 51, 41, a part
of Thomas A. Harp's claim. I have
requested Mr. Slonn three times to give
rre o statement in writing setbting forth
his elaim, but he has failed o far o
do go. | think Mr. Harp has best right
to the land.

According to the Florida Tract Book,
Volome 30, the following settlers
received deeds to the land they
hamesteaded:

State Deed
Number
H.F. Ingalla 16134
C.E. Ingalls 161549
N.C. Brvan 16124
Al Andrain (Andrew) 16112
J.T. Wofford 16212
JLB, Coombs Li==]
J.R. Charlton 18101
N.A, Carlson 16155
Charlotte WolTord 1wiﬂ-:mr} 16255
J.H. Johnzon 16219

This information appears in
pages 212226 of the Tract Book.
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