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lvy Julia Cromartie

PHILANTHROPIST AND INSPIRATION

“Waenen will love her, that she 15 & woman,

“More warth than any man:

“Men that ahe 18 the rarest of all women.”
— shﬂ..l'i.l‘.‘ﬂpl.‘ﬂrﬂrﬂ Winter's Taie!

Ivy Julia Cromartie Stranahan was
an early Broward County pioneer and an
unusual person deeply invalved in and
dedicated Lo imprm'ing' the lives and
living eonditions of other humans. Her
biographer, August Burghard, describes
her as “Thoughtful, positive, argumen-
tutive.” She felt deaply for thase who were
underprivileged or downtrodden, and she
worked to improve thelbr lives, convincing
others to assist. Her concern brqughl;. n
significant change for the better in the
lives of many etizens of her n.dl}p'l..nd
hometown, Fort Lauderdale. Not only in
her lifetime, but in years afterwards,
peaple in Fort Lawsderdale—Semincle
Indians, disenfrmnchised women, the
needy, blacks, older persons, children,
and many others—benefited and will
continue to benefit from institations
ghe founded and ways of thinking she
inspired.

Mra. Stranahan's interests did not

by MARY McGREEVY

stop at people. Probably the area’s Arst
eealogist, she grew many varieties of flow-
ers and vegetables and was an important
member of the Garden Club, At one state
gurden show, she had o rose named in her
hanor. Deeply appreciative of the natural
envirenment, she opposed the building of
waterways and other construction that
threatened to destroy the marvelous fish-
ing in Mew River, om which her home was
built. She was an early member of the
Broward Audubon Seaety, and opposed
the killing of birds to market their feath-
ers, even though her husband had traded
manufactured goods for pelts, bird plumes,
and alligator hides with the Semincle
Indians during his early years in Fort
Louderdale. She also helped the Federa-
tion of Woman's Cluba in their efforts to
preserve the ecology of Florida by setting
aside some of the land that eventually
became part af the Everglades Mational
Park—Roval Palm laland—as a stats park.
She was an inspector of that ares for the
woman's clubs for many years.

Anyone who knows about Ivy
Stranshan’s life and activities can find
inspiration and courage in her batgle to

preserve native plants and animals in
their natural habitat, a habitat which, in
Broward 'ﬁnun.l].'. haz ssen enormoas
destruction since the uurg].- VEATS of this

Tey Btranakan's enduring fame
as a leading Fort Lawderdale pio-
reer 15 due ay mach foher long life of
commurdy and public service as to
her early arrival or her position as
the settlement s first schoolieacher,

Thiz article, outlining Mrs, Stra.
rakan s many cchievements, coniri:
bulions, awards, and korors, was
prepared for the Broeard Coundy
Warmen's History Coslition in their
noninalion of Mrs. Stranahan to the
Nafional Woamen's Hall of Fame,

Dr. Mary MeGreevy, author of this
ardicle, is the ﬁ'm.rl.drr and execietive
director of the Dora Achernbach
MeGreevy Poetry Foundafion, Ine.,
and o member of the Browerd Cownty
Wonen s History Coalition and sey-
eral ofker civie organizafions,
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Ivy Stranahan.

century, when the State of Florida began
dredging the North New River Canal:
The reck ledges of the north
and south branches [of New River]
were dynamited as the dredges
worked their way through rock to
muck westward. The first humus-
laden dark water began tacreep un-
noticed down the clear cerrent of
the lovely river, staining the bright
white bottom sands. *

Mrs. Stranahan alse worried about
the effects on the New River when the
Federal Highway tunnel was constructed
beneath it between 1958 and 1960, =1
resent such modern improvement as the
Federal Highway Tunnel,” she aaid, “But
I think I have sdapted well to the new
civilization =

Although she conceded that the City
of Fort Lauderdale lost much of its natu-
ral beauty to development, she also hoped
that the new residents would “take up an
interest in their gardens that makes up
for some of Ioat mature™ One of the
bougainvilleas at her home is now about
eighty years old, and is still growing very
strong, much like o tree, reaching wp to
the second story of the house, where ils
bright, purple blossoms, brilliant in the

sun, are reminders thet she was a
strong-willed person who overcame many
difficulties and bleomed in the commu-
mty.

While recognizing the destructive
forces of civilization, Mre. Stranahan
al=g balieved that communities contain
structures to implement cures and im-
provements for the social ills that oocurin
their formation. Same of the crganiza-
tions that work toward these ends are
often women's service clubs and associn-
tions that demand not only dwes and con-
tributions from their members, but also
volunteer work, planning, education, and
communication. In many of these organi-
zabions, vy Stranahan steod as a
founder, apioneer, a dauntless lobbyist,
& courngenus speaker, a very hard worker,
and an enthusiastic promoter. Few have
or ever will equal her elforts, Throughout
her long life, she continued tobe an active
member of many of the organizations she
helped found, often serving as an officer
or brustes in them. [t is impossible in an
article of this scope to catalog her numer-
ous memberships and activities; it would
be harder still to record all the honors she
recaived over her lifetime.

Amaong the moat proownent and most

important service clubs that Mrs,
Stranahan helped found was the Fort
Lavderdale Woman's Club, that town's
first women's organization. The Woman's
Club was organized in 1911, at the same
time that the men were establishing a
board of trade in order to plan the incarpo-
ration of the town. Thus, the women
worked side by side with the men, at one
in their goal to form a unigue and clean
communily with high aspirations. The
first task undertaken by the Fort Lauder-
dale Woman's Club, which was ariginally
called the Ladies® Civie Improvement
Society, was the development of means of
callectingg and remeving trash. To this
day, Fort Lawderdale has a reputation of
being o clean city where residents are
concerned with the upkeep and appear-
ance of their property. It was during Mrs.
Stranshan's administration as president
of the seciety, in 1913, that its name was
changed to the Fort Lavderdale Woman's
Club. The following year, she and her
hushand donated to the club a preE of
properiy on the corner of Andrews Ave-
nue and Park Street, which is now known
as Stranahan Park. The Woman's Club
began collecting money for a permanent
building on the site. The building was
:l;n'n]:h:l',l:ﬂ n 1917,

On its i".!'t.:,n“tnnﬂ ANAIVETSLTY 1N
1963, the Woman's Club honared its past
presidents, including Mrs, Stranahan,
noting that she had been a founder and
charter member as well as a president of
the club. During those years, she had also
worked actively on most of the club's
projects, including the founding of the
library in 1914, canning, cemetery im-
provement, World War Lactivities, educa-
tion, fund-reising, emergency shelter, tree
planting, the numing of Port Everglades,
staging weekly concerts in Stranahan
Pnrk,hmp'ih;lt wwk.w]ling’ bomds |;'||.|.1'i:n,g
World War 11, prajects to help the men-
tally handicapped, civil defense, Easter
Senls, and many more,

Another organization in which Mrs.
Stranahan was extremely sctive was the
Fort Lauderdale Historical Society, Inc.,
which now maintains her papers, photo-
graphs, and other effects in their archives.
She helped found the historical society in
1662, served many years as a trustes, and
inaugurated a trust fund for its benefid
from her personal money,

Adthough her husband, whe came to
the New River in 1883, is usually me-
claimed as the first resident of modern
Fort Lauderdale, both the Stranahans
were instrurmental in establishing the som-
evunity. In 1688, the handful of residents
in the ares, several of whom had come to
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Fort Lauderdale’s first schoolhouse, 18590
leourtesy Fort Lauderdale Historical Society).

farm after the Florida East Coast Rail-
way was completed between Palm Beach
and Miami three years earlier, petitioned
the schaol board of Dade County, of which
today's Brownrd County was then o part,
for a school and a teacher, Ivy Julia Cro-
martie of Leman City, who had studied to
be a schealteacher and hid recently passed
her exams, was hired for the job, Edwin
Thomas King built the one-roam school-
house for the sriginal class of fourteen
pupils, and Miss Cromartie lived with his
family that first year, beginning in Sep-
tember 1899, walking over one mile to
sehoal sach morning over novirtual nature
trail populated with wildlife.

One year later, Ivy Cromartie mar-
ried Frunk Stranahan, the proprietor of
the local trading post. It was for his bride
that he built the Stranahan House in
1902, From this sturdy structure of
Dade County pine, and later from a
commercial bulding near the railroad
tracks in Fort Lauderdale's rapidly grow-
ing downtown, Stranahen operated a
trading post, store, and post office, and
also served as Fort Lauderdale's first
banker, Mrs. Stranahan has often been
called *The First Lady of Fort Lauder-
dale.”

As she helped her husband at the
trading post, the new Mra. Stranahan
had frequent contacts with the Semi-
nole Indians, whe, in those early years,
formed the foundation of the posts mar-
ket—bringing in skins to exchange for dry
goods, calic, traps, and ammunition. Mrs.
Stranahan gathered the Indian children
arcund her and taught them the rudi-
ments of reading and writing, as well as

instructing them in the Christian faith
and advising them to pursue further
education. She also helped the tribe settle
disputes with the federal government. In
1924 government officials asked her to
help persunde the Indians camping in the
rapidly growing southeast Florida towns
tomave onto & reservation established for
them just west of Hollywood, She invited
mistrustful Seminole leaders o inspect
the reservation property and drove them
there to see it. The local Indian mgent
provided the Seminoles with materials to
build their own houses, and paid them
for their labor, while Mrs. Stranahan
supervised the details of the major move,
assuring the Indians that the govern-
ment would keep “its word® to them and
honor them on their own reservation and
homesite, On oceastons when the govern-
ment fuiled to live up bo its promises, she
tirelessly pleaded the Indians’ cause with
aofficials both in Florida sand in Washing-
tom. Usually, she was able to get the
profiem settled to the satisfaction of the
tribe, and, at one point, received a scroll
from the Federal Bureau of Indian Affairs
in recognition of her accomplishments in
bettering Seminole-white relations. She
apent over fifty years working with the
Indians, and was aneof the feunders afan
active and impartant organization, the
“Friends of the Semincles.”

Had Mrs. Stranahan worked only with
the Indians, she would have been impor-
tant to Florida and American history.
However, her interests, accomplishments,
and concern for others covered many areas
and activities besides being a true *friend
of the Semincles.” She helped black people

in their struggle for a better standard of
living, served as county welfare chair-
man, and assisted in the founding of
Broward County's first black hospital.

Bhe and her husband also helped
found Fort Lauderdale Memorial Hespi-
tal, and donated the ground on which that
facility was built. This hospital served the
community in the 19208 and ‘30s. Mr,
Stranahan was treated there for exhaws-
tion and nervousness shortly before he
commtitted suiclde, in May 1929, by tying
an iron weight on one of his feet and jump-
ing into the New River in the rear of his
home at a spol that was approximately
twenty-five feet deep. He knew the waters
well, and had been a ferryman on this
very spot some thirty yvears earlier.

Mrs, Stranahan overcame her grief
to continue towork fior community causes
in an cutstanding manner, With her hus-
band gone and the local ¢conomy left a
shambles by the collapse of the Florida
land boom and the onset of the Great
Depression, she ran her substantial home,
where she and her husband had once
hosted many community parties and
dances, as a guest house, She eventually
leased the bottom foor for & restaurant,
and & large extension was added for that
purpose. After her death, the house was
acquired by the Fort Lauderdale Histor-
fcal Society. It then passed to the Friends
of the Stranahan House, Inc., which re-
stored it bo ita 1913-1915% appearance.
Taday it is Fort Lauderdale’s aldest docw-
mented building, and is operated as a
hastorical monument and museusm, contin-
wing to serve the community by providing
insight into haw the ploneers lived and
what sctivities occupied their energies
along the trade route of the New River.

Both Stranahans were unstinting in
giving of themselves, money, resources,
and time te the Fort Lauderdale commu-
nity. A center for civie and cultural life
located in the heart of the city's down-
town, Stranashan Park remains the aite of
the Wamian's Club, as well as the modern,
vight-floar, glass-encassd Broward County
Main Library, which offers the latest in
computer cataloging, video tapes and
records, and research volumes of import.
Stranahian Park is a fitting place for this
impressive building, since the Weman's
Club established the town's Arst public
library in 1914. Looking out of the glass
expanse from one of the upper Noors of the
library at the tiny Woman's Club build-
ing, one cannot help but marvel that
seventy-eight years are sgueezed inte one
capsule of time. Surrounded by the
modern technology of the late twentieth
century, it is hard not to wonder what
time it is inside the historie building
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The restored Stranahan House, 1984.

belaw, and o reflect that:
Time present and time past

Are bath perhaps present
in fime future,
Anrd fime future cordained
in fimte past®
Today, women are still using

the building, planning for a better, more
enlightensd, and more welcoming com-
munity.

The Fart Lauderdale Historical Soci-
ety is in the process of installing a bronze
plaque honoring Mrs, Stranshan on &
“Walkway of Fame™ in Stranahan Park.
Spaced across the steps of this park from
Broward Boulevard to the west entranse
of the library, these plagues bear testi-
meny to the fame fortune, and ascom-
plishments of Broward leaders aof long
BEC.

Az befita a former schoalteacher, many
of Mra. Stranahan's elforts were directed
at children. She helped found and worked
for many years at the Children's Home,
being henored with a plaque for these
efforts in 1966, She was further honored
for her place in history a8 Fort Lauder-
dale’s first schoolteacher when Stranahan
High School was built and named for her
and her husband. The students there
dedicated their frst yearbook to her,
writing about her life and printing
pictures of her through the vears,

As her services as county welfare
chairman  illustrate, Mrs, Stranahan
worked for many years to help the poor.
Well-acquainted with their plight, she
lebbied strenuously for the passage of the
Homestead Exemption Act in 1933, In a

spoech supporting the set, she stated that,
while education and cther concerns were
of vital importance, citizens first had to
have homes, That a home serving all the
needs of its owner was o top priority for
Ivy Stranahan is evident today at the
Stranahan House. At the rear entrance to
the house is o restored office, indicative of
the building's public functicns as a
trading post, bank, post office, and center
of business activities, In ancther section
of the house is a cozy and comfortable
living room which was used for relaxation
and to host guests and parties. During
Fort Lauderdale’s rugged ploneer period
in the early years of the century, it was
considered an honor to dine with Mrs,
Stranahan in her lovely dining room,

which boasted the top civilities of formal
dining in the srea=—china, crystal, and a
lace tableclath.

Ivy Stranahan lobbied her govern-
ment for many causes, and for her efforts
received many awards. The Hosicrucians
honored her as a humanist in 1965. In
1968, she received an honorary degree
from Drake College of Fort Lauderdnle
for her unsalfish efforts on behalf af
education in the State of Floride, That
game year, Florida Governor Claude Kirk
declured February 18 “Mrs. Stranahan
Day,® to be celebrated across the state,
The American Red Cross honored her for
her many years of volunteer service in
1958, Pine Crest Behool appointed her a
member of their board of trustees from
1966 to 1967, Today, Pine Crest is one of
the lending prep schools in the nation, In
1968, she was awarded a certification of
recognition from Stewart Udall, United
States Secretary of the Interior and one of
the nation's leading environmentalists,
for her work with the Seminole Indians.
Mlthough her only professional certifica:
tion was as a teacher in 1858, Mrs
Stranahan continued to educate herself
and keep up with évents and isaues that
interestad her. In what wauld taday be
called *continuwing education,” she took
courses in home economics and American
government from the University of Flor-
ida-Floride State College for Women
General Extension Divasion.

Faor Mrs. Stranahan, as well as for
many other women of her time, one of the
most important causes was suffrage, Much
nctivity on behalf of this cause was handled
by the Woman's Clubs, which joined
together in the Florida Federation of
Waomans Clubs (FFWC) to sponsor suf-
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feage on & statewide level, In 1913
reprasentatives of the FFWC formed a
separate organizatian, the Flarida Equal
Suffrage Asscciation (FESA) In 1917 Mrs,
Stranahan served as president of this
new group. [n this capacity, she tried Lo
get the National Women's Party to help
the FESA organize for sulfrage, but was
unsuccesaful. The Woeman's Clubs proved
tobe better organized than the FESA, and
Mrs. Stranahan believed that they were
therefore better suited for the arduous
political battle necessary to obtain
woman's suffrage,

When World War | began, Mres.
Stranahan urged all sulfrageites wo buy
Liberty Bonds, but, in general, sulfrage
arganizations did not become invalved in
community service. Their most impor-
tant tasks were holding mestings, pre-
senting bectures, and influencing congress-
men, senators, and legislators, In 1918,
after her term as FESA president ended,
Mra. Stranaban became first vice presi-
dent of the organization and continued
her work for the suffrage cause until the
Nineteenth Amendment was ratified in
183,

Ivy Stranahan believed in people and
wanbed to help them gain the best they
could in life. People, in turn, were grateful
to her and learned to believe in the future
and in the improvement of the human
race. A large part of that future depended

on further sconomic development, but to
this goal Mrs, Stranahan added the di-
menssons of preseration of nature, educa-
tion, political reform, and improvement of
living conditions, and she did so with
enlightened humanisem and dedication.
Althaugh she tock a keen interest in
isgues of national and state importance,
Mrs. Stranahan had a real stake in the
civic improvement of Fort Lavderdale, As
a business person and community leader,
ghe was named one of the first mem-
bers of the city's planning and zoning
board. In this capacity, she did much of
the planning for Andrews Avenue, which,
in the 1%20s, became downtown Fort
Lauderdale's main artery, and for Las
N Boulevirrd, which muns fram the down-
town eastwird, through what were ance
mangrove marshes and are today luxuris
ous waterfront subdivisions, to a lovely,
high, breezy beach, the pride of Fort Lau-
derdale. For centuries, as people sailed
along the coast or visited the uninhabited
wilderness region, this beautiful streteh
of beach caught their attention. In 1835,
the third of three Semincle War military
installations named Fort Lauder-dale was
constructed on this site. In the late nine-
teenth century, a government house aof
rifuge for shipwreck victims was loeated
there, Belfore a bridge was built over the
waterway that separated this beach sec-
tion from the small town of Foart Lauder-

dale in 1917, the young Stranshans and
many afl their friends often came to this
apat for plenkes and beach parties. Some-
times they would spend the night at the
House of Refuge. The Coast Guard estab-
lished a baze on the site during the 1920s,
and today, Bahia Mar, a lovely hotel and
yvachting center, gecupies this location,
Much has changed since the Stranrhans
first, pioneered here, but many of the causes
they supported are still of utmost impor-
tance in many people’s minds—the con-
servation of noture, the preservation of
wildlife, the preservation of old buildings
and historical sites, the tesching of his-
tory, good government, and keeping a
¢lean, prosperous, welcoming town enwvi-
ronment.
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